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Christmas series 2022: The Anointed One 
Title: Worshiping the Anointed One 
Text: Matthew 2:1-12 
Advent: Love 
 
 
4th Sunday Advent reading – LOVE 
 
Reader 
Lamentations 3:22-23 
"Certainly the faithful love of the Lord hasn’t ended; certainly God’s compassion isn’t through! 
They are renewed every morning. Great is your faithfulness." 
 
Response 
The Lord is good. His Love endures forever 
_________________________________________ 
Reader 
Romans 5:8 - but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 
Response 
The Lord is good. His Love endures forever 
 

 
Reader 
1 John 3:1 - See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children 
of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 
 
Response 
The Lord is good.  His Love endures forever 
__________________________________________ 
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 The Anointed One 
  Worshiping the Anointed One 
 
 Matthew 2:1-12 NIV 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 
came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 
his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When King Herod heard this he was 
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called together all the people’s chief 
priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In 
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:  

“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 
Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’”  

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 
appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon 
as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”  
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose 
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the 
star, they were overjoyed.  
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they 
returned to their country by another route. 
 
   Who were these magi? 
 

 The word “Magi” comes from the Greek magos meaning “one of a learned and priestly 
class.”  

 The Persian word used to describe these men in their society was magush meaning 
“magician.”  

 There are at least 85 paintings of the coming of the Magi in the Roman catacombs. 
o They not only show the believer’s adoration of Christ, but they shout, “Gentiles, 

not Jews, were the first people to recognize who Jesus was and to worship Him as 
the Messiah!” 

 Role to Kings and Empires 
o In the ancient Middle Eastern world these Magi were trusted advisors to kings, 

were learned men proficient in the knowledge of mathematical calculations, 
astronomy, medicine, astrology, alchemy, dream interpretation and history as 
well as practitioners of magic and paranormal arts. 

 Pharaohs, Babylon – Persia – Nebuchadnezzar called the magi in times of 
Daniel 604BC 
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 From the East 
o The East at the time of Christ’s birth meant Media, Persia, Assyria and Babylonia, 

countries now encompassed by Iran and Iraq.  
o Justin Martyr in 160 said, “Magi from Arabia (modern Saudi Arabia) came to 

Herod.” Clement of Alexandria (c.150-215) in the Stromata says they came from 
Persia. 

 We do not know how many, we do not know their names 
o They were not kings 
o There may have been two to many 

 The Bible does not tell us how many Magi came to Palestine. It only says: 
“Magi from the east came to Jerusalem.” Matthew 2:1 

 In one catacomb painting in St. Peter Cemetery there are 2 Magi.  
 In the Lateran Museum and in the Catacomb of Peter and Marcellinus there 

are 3.  
 In the Domitilla Catacomb there are 4. 
 A vase painting in the Kircherian Museum in Rome has 8 wise men 

crowding the house where Jesus and Mary reside. 
o They are unidentified 

 Their names were not Gaspar, Melchior and Balthazar. Origen in c. 250 was 
the first to give them these names. 

o Their identities are ambiguous because the purpose is not about them at all – It is 
to point to the one and only anointed One – Christ the King of All 

No names because you are to place your name in the story 
No numbers for there is no limit to who can come to worship Him 
 

The story is of Worship 
 
 

What does worship look like? 
 
 WORSHIPERS LOOK FOR HIM BECAUSE TRUTH IS IMPORTANT 
“Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? 
 
  The Study 

o Scriptures 
 The Prophecies 

o They were from the east – likely Persia – 600 yrs prior, Daniel was a man of God in 
Persia who was a prophet of God and an advisor to the kings.  

 He wrote and those documents were there in the annals of the Medo-
Persian empire 
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  Daniel 9: 24-26 

24 “Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to 
put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up 
vision and prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy Place.25 “Know and understand this: From the 
time the word goes out to restore and rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One,  the ruler, 
comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a 
trench, but in times of trouble. 26 After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be put to 
death and will have nothing. 

 Daniel 9:24 Seventy weeks are determined upon thy people and upon thy 
holy city,  

 (1) to finish the transgression, and (2) to make an end of sins, and (3) 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, and (4) to bring in everlasting 
righteousness, and (5) to seal up the vision and (6) prophecy, and (7) 
to anoint the most Holy.” 

 Daniel 9:25  Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of 
the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the 
Prince shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall 
be built again, and the wall, even in troublous times.  

 Daniel 9:25-26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, 
but not for himself… 

 The 70 sevens began with the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem that 
was issued by Artaxerxes Longimanus in 445 BC (Nehemiah 2:5). With that 
starting date, the “seven weeks and threescore and two weeks” equals 69 
weeks, which the angel Gabriel prophesied about and which takes us to the 
date of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on what we call Palm Sunday.   

 They knew Daniel but had to research others 
o Knowing the approximate time of the Messiah’s birth the Wise Men would have 

known to be watching for the birth of the Messiah.  70 weeks 
o But they did not know  

 Micah 5:2  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the 
thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to 
be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from 
everlasting. 

 Numbers 24:17  I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not 
nigh: there shall come a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of 
Israel, and shall smite the corners of Moab, and destroy all the children of 
Sheth. 
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  The Star 

o The Signs – star hanging over the town 
 Tailed comets 
 Magi sent to mark the historical changes 
 Good omens and bad omens 

o A Comet  
Ho Peng-Yoke  

 Malaya-born historian of Chinese science, from 1926-2014 

 Professor Griffith University and Chairman / Foundation Professor of the School of 
Modern Asian Studies 

 Studies from the Chinese Han Shu the official record of the former Han dynasty (206BC 
– 9AD) 

It says, 
“Second year of Chien-p’ing reign period, second month (March 5BC-April 6) a sui-hsing 
appeared at Ch’ien-niu for over 70 days” 
“Sui are the means of eliminating the old and inaugurating the new. The appearance of the sui 
was a sign of change; the long period of its appearance was due to the impotence of the 
incidence to come”” 
 
  
Chinese Han Shu 
Number  Juliana calendar date   Description  
61   12BC August 26 for 56 days (Haley’s) po (comet) 
63   5BC March 9-April 6 for 70 days  sai (tailed comet) 
64   4 BC April     po (comet) 
 
Conjunctions of five planets…..Saturn and Jupiter in 7BC 

 Saturn – the Divine Father  

 Jupiter – the Son 

 It was also in the constellation of Pisces the  astrologically associated with Israel 

 Happened three times in 7BC (in May, Oct. and Dec) 

 Only once every 900 years 

 There had been studies that showed that Saturn and Jupiter had been in Pisces three 
years before Moses was born.  

 This was the sign of another Moses being born. 
Three planets in 6BC 

 Mars, Saturn and Jupiter in Pisces 
o Separated by 8 degrees 
o Kepler in 1604 only every 805 years 
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 Moses – 1617 BC 
 Isaiah – 812 BC 
 Jesus 5/6 BC 
 Charlemagne 799 

 Mars – celestial warrior and King 

 All to say that the Magi would have seen this and interpreted it as Messiah – King born 
in Israel would be a mighty king that would bring great conflict. 

The comet in 5BC blazed forth in Capricornus. 

 Rebirth of the sun 

 Daytime house of Saturn – the divine father in magian astrology. 

 This third sign in Capricornus – the birth of a divine son. 
 
   The Search 

o Travel 
 Month to two and a half months travel 
 70 days of comet 

o Questions 
 Herod’s court 

o Discerning 
 We follow the truth to worship 

o What steps will you and I take to research and to seek the truth about something? 
I think the saddest word to me is the word ignorant 

 It does not mean fool, moron, retarded, or stupid. 
o An individual with a small mental capacity is not the root of this word. 
o It means to ignore. 

 Ignored because not pursued 
 Ignored because you do not want to know 
 Ignored though you have heard yet you cast it aside. 

 Do not be ignorant of this……Christ the anointed One of God came to seek and to save 
the lost through His sacrifice on the cross. 

 He died for the sins of all who would come to Him, and rose on the third day to bring life 
to all who come to Him. 

 
This TRUTH is worthy of your life and your pursuit. 
 
The Magi had a single purpose and that was to worship and to bow. 
 
 

 WORSHIPERS LOOK FOR HIM WITH A SINGLE PURPOSE 
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They saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 
 
  The Single-mindedness 

 Herod was not going to dissuade them. 
o “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so 

that I too may go and worship him.”  
o They were not going to get into political discord 

 They came to worship 
o Immediately they bowed. 
o Immediately they gave the gifts. 
o Their purpose was to find the king and to worship the king. 

 We could all learn this…. Search for Him and when you find Him worship him. 
 
  The Single-mindedness 
 

 “We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 

 They saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. 

 They came to his house. 

 They did not expect accolades or acknowledgment 

 Their identities and achievements gave them no special privilege 

 It was not that THEY worshiped… but that HE must be worshiped 
 
 

   WORSHIPERS LOOK FOR HIM AND GIVE THEIR LIVES 
Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
 
 They opened up their Treasures 
 

 THE TREASURE OF THEIR SUCCESS - GOLD 
 What they have 

 What they can make 

 What they can produce 

 What they can acquire 
 
 Christ receiving GOLD was spiritually significant since He is our KING. 
 

 THE TREASURE OF THEIR SUBMISSION - FRANKINCENSE 
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 Frankincense is the gum or resin of the Boswellia or Balsam tree out of Arabia, North 
Africa, and India, used for making perfume and incense.  

 The Hebrew word for frankincense is labonah, which means "white," referring to the 
gum's color. The English word frankincense comes from a French expression meaning 
"free incense" or "free burning." 

 Balsam trees, from which Frankincense is obtained, are related to turpentine trees.  
o The species has star-shaped flowers that are pure white or green, tipped with 

rose. In ancient times, the harvester scraped a 5-inch long cut on the trunk of this 
evergreen tree, which grew near limestone rocks in the desert. 

 Gathering frankincense resin was a time-consuming process.  
o Over a period of two or three months, the sap would leak from the tree and 

harden into white "tears."  
o The harvester would return and scrape the crystals off, and also collect the less 

pure resin that had dripped down the trunk onto a palm leaf placed on the 
ground.  

o The hardened gum might be distilled to extract its aromatic oil for perfume, or 
crushed and burned as incense. 

 Frankincense was a perfume and spiritual incense, burned in temples throughout the 
East. 

 an incense is a symbol of deity 
o He alone is God 

 It is reserved for God alone 
 
 (Exodus 30:34–38, NLT) 
Grind some of the mixture into a very fine powder and put it in front of the Ark of the 
Covenant, where I will meet with you in the Tabernacle. You must treat this incense as most 
holy. Never use this formula to make this incense for yourselves. It is reserved for the Lord, and 
you must treat it as holy. Anyone who makes incense like this for personal use will be cut off 
from the community.  
 

 Treat it as holy 

 It is in front of the ark of covenant – where I will meet you. 

 It is not to be used for you. It alone belongs to God. 
The ark is where God’s presence would reside. 
The glory of God would fall upon the Ark.  
The Spirit dwells now in the hearts of God’s people. 
We are to offer complete sacrifice to Him and bowing in submission – He alone is God. 
 
 Christ receiving FRANKINCENSE was spiritually significant since He is our PRIEST 
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  THE TREASURE OF THEIR DESTINY – MYRRH 
 

 Myrrh as an oil is used for the skin, the teeth and for the immune system 
o It is a product from Arabia – very expensive. 

 Myrrh had a greater value than gold when Jesus was born.  
 Myrrh had additional uses such as: fixing oral health, creating youthful skin 

and boosting the immune system. 
 Not the greatest gift of purpose for a newborn – not recommending your 

next baby shower gift be myrrh. 
 Still, its value would serve the family. 

 Myrrh as an embalming oil is used as a symbol of death 
o They were also sought-after ingredients for embalming the dead, something that 

was set aside for kings.  
o Christ receiving this gift was spiritually significant since He is our Sacrifice. 
o Two years later the Magi show up with this as a gift. 

 It is a reminder of the destiny Jesus will fulfill. 
 It comes unexpected. 
 It comes from Gentiles. 
 Yet it must bring to mind the words of the angels, the words of Simeon. 
 It had been two years – it is a reminder of the purpose the Child will have 

 A message before birth 

 A message at birth 

 A message at his consecration 

 A message at age two 

 A reminder at age twelve in the temple – father’s business 

 A constant reminder 

 Myrrh was a sacred anointing oil.  

 Exodus 30:22-31 
o 25 Make these into a sacred anointing oil, a fragrant blend, the work of a 

perfumer. It will be the sacred anointing oil. 26 Then use it to anoint the tent of 
meeting, the ark of the covenant law, 27 the table and all its articles, the 
lampstand and its accessories, the altar of incense, 28 the altar of burnt offering 
and all its utensils, and the basin with its stand.  

 
 Exodus 30:29-31 
29 You shall consecrate them so they will be most holy, and whatever touches them will be holy.  
30 “Anoint Aaron and his sons and consecrate them so they may serve me as priests. 31 Say to 
the Israelites, ‘This is to be my sacred anointing oil for the generations to come.’” 
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o The Tent – The tent of our bodies 
o The Table – the intake of all that we offer 
o The Tools – the work of our hands and the skills we have 
o The Touched – We are called his priests and we are called Holy 
o We must give Him the destiny of our lives even unto death and into death 

The anointing is for priests – it is for the holy. It was for Him and priest and Sacrifice 
 
 Christ receiving MYRRH was spiritually significant since He is our SACRIFICE. 

 
God, 

our king, (gold) 
would come to fulfill his priestly duties (frankincense) 

and die as the Sacrifice for our sins (myrrh). 
 
 

CHALLENGE 

 

 CHALLENGE - Do not be ignorant - Search 

 If this is simply the beginning of your search do not stop.  

 All the signs lead to the truth 
 

 CHALLENGE - Do not be arrogant – Submit 

 Learn to live a life of leaning on Him 

 He alone is worthy - Choose to bow 
 

 CHALLENGE - Do not be indifferent – Sacrifice 

 Give the treasure of your means, your life, and your destiny 

 Give the treasure of your purpose, your successes, your all 
 
Will you be a worshiper? 
One who searches 
One who submits 
One who sacrifices 

 


