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 Waiting for and Recognizing the Anointed One 
 
  Luke 2:21-40 NIV 
21 On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise the child, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had 
given him before he was conceived. 22 When the time came for the purification rites required by the Law of 
Moses, Joseph and Mary took him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the 
Lord, “Every firstborn male is to be consecrated to the Lord”), 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is 
said in the Law of the Lord: “a pair of doves or two young pigeons.” 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. 
When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him what the custom of the Law required, 28 Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying: 
 29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, 
 you may now dismiss your servant in peace. 
 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: 
 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
     and the glory of your people Israel.” 
33 The child’s father and mother marveled at what was said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them and said 
to Mary, his mother: “This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed. And a sword will pierce 
your own soul too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Penuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived 
with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never 
left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. 38 Coming up to them at that very moment, 
she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 
39 When Joseph and Mary had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to 
their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the 
grace of God was on him. 
 

 
In this passage we get a glimpse of  

three Jewish ceremonies and two Jewish people 
 

 THREE JEWISH CEREMONIES AND TWO JEWISH PEOPLE 
 
Meeting Simeon and Anna in the Temple (Luke 2:21-38) by Dr. Ralph F. Wilson 
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 THREE CEREMONIES 

1. Circumcision, performed on the eighth day, for all male children, 
2. Purification from childbirth for Mary, 40 days after her son's birth, and  
3. Consecration of the firstborn, in recognition that the firstborn son belongs to the Lord. 

 
We'll look briefly at these, but our main focus needs to be on Simeon and Anna –  

• Their devotion to the Lord,  

• Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit's voice,  

• The words of Simeon's prophecies. 
 

 The First Ceremony is Jesus' Circumcision and Naming  
 
Luke 2:21 
On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him 
before he had been conceived."  
 

• We caught a glimpse of John the Baptist's circumcision ceremony in 1:59-66.  
o 59 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him after 

his father Zechariah, 60 but his mother spoke up and said, “No! He is to be called John.” 

• The Jewish ceremony of circumcision on the eighth day after birth represents placing the sign of the 
Covenant upon each male child who becomes part of the nation (Genesis 17:11; Leviticus 12:3).  

• At both John's and Jesus' circumcisions, naming is mentioned.  
Circumcision may have been performed by the village rabbi.  

• Edersheim notes that a benediction would have been said before the circumcision and the ceremony 
closed with a prayer over a cup of wine.1366  

• But in our passage only Jesus' naming is mentioned, and Luke notes "he was named Jesus, the name 
the angel had given him before he had been conceived" (2:21).  

• His name "Jesus" (Hebrew Yeshua) means, as mentioned before, "salvation." 
 

 
 The second ceremony mentioned is Mary's Purification after Childbirth  
(Luke 2:22, 24) 
The text refers to Mary's purification from childbirth in verses 22 and 24 (skipping for the moment the 
parenthetical verse 23 which refers to Jesus' presentation).  

• "When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed ...  

• to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: 'a pair of doves or two young 
pigeons.'" (2:22, 24) 

 
After childbirth, mothers were considered ceremonially unclean for a period of time.  
 
The Law reads: 
"A woman who becomes pregnant and gives birth to a son will be …” 

• She would be ceremonially unclean for seven days, just as she is unclean during her monthly period.  

• On the eighth day the boy is to be circumcised.  

• Then the woman must wait thirty-three days to be purified from her bleeding.  

http://www.jesuswalk.com/luke/apx1g-simeon-anna.htm#_ftn1366
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o She must not touch anything sacred or go to the sanctuary until the days of her purification are 
over...  

o When the days of her purification for a son or daughter are over,  
▪ She is to bring to the priest at the entrance to the Tent of Meeting a year-old lamb for a 

burnt offering and a young pigeon or a dove for a sin offering. 

• If she cannot afford a lamb, she is to bring two doves or two young pigeons, one 
for a burnt offering and the other for a sin offering.  

• They could not afford a lamb so two doves were offered 
o In this way the priest will make atonement for her, and she will be clean. (Leviticus 12:2-6, 8) 

• On the 41st day she comes to go through the purification ceremony. 

• And so they have come from Bethlehem to Jerusalem.  
The sacrifice for her cleansing was to be offered on the fortieth day 
at the Nicanor Gate on the east of the Court of Women.1367  
Women who lived far from the temple might not even attend the 
purification ceremony in person,1368 but since Bethlehem is only 
about six miles south of Jerusalem, Mary and Joseph come to the 
temple for two ceremonies –  
Mary's purification, and the presentation of her firstborn.  
Because of their poverty, Mary brings a pair young pigeons or doves 
as her sacrifice -- that was all the family could afford.1369 

 
 
 The Third Ceremony is the Presentation of the Firstborn  
The third ceremony mentioned in this passage is the redemption of 
the firstborn. 
 

Luke 2:22-23 
When the time of their purification according to the Law of Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took 
him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, 'Every firstborn male is to 
be consecrated to the Lord')...  
 
To understand this ceremony, we need a little background.  

• The early Hebrews believed that the firstborn male of humans and animals belonged to God (Exodus 
13:1).  

• They were "consecrated" or holy" to God.  

• "Consecrated" (NIV) or "holy" (KJV) in verse 23 is the Greek adjective hagios, "pertaining to being 
dedicated or consecrated to the service of God,"  

• In the cultic sense, "dedicated to God, holy, sacred," that is, "reserved for God and God's service." 

• Firstborn animals were sacrificed.  

• But in the Old Testament, Yahweh is very clear that the child sacrifice practiced by the surrounding 
pagan religions is abhorrent to him. 

 
 
In the Exodus, the firstborn sons of Egypt are killed due to Pharaoh's stubborn refusal to let the Israelites go, 
but the firstborn of the people of Israel are "passed over" because of the Passover sacrifice made by each 
family.  

 

 
The Temple in Jesus' Day (larger diagram) 

http://www.jesuswalk.com/luke/apx1g-simeon-anna.htm#_ftn1367
http://www.jesuswalk.com/luke/apx1g-simeon-anna.htm#_ftn1368
http://www.jesuswalk.com/luke/apx1g-simeon-anna.htm#_ftn1369
http://www.jesuswalk.com/john/maps/temple-diagram-4000x4414x300.jpg
http://www.jesuswalk.com/john/maps/temple-diagram-4000x4414x300.jpg
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Numbers 3:11-13 
The Lord also said to Moses, 'I have taken the Levites from among the Israelites in place of the first male 
offspring of every Israelite woman. The Levites are mine, for all the firstborn are mine. When I struck down all 
the firstborn in Egypt, I set apart for myself every firstborn in Israel, whether man or animal. They are to be 
mine. I am the Lord.' 
 

• For the firstborn of non-Levites, a redemption price of five shekels was paid. 

• The redemption price was a way of supporting the priesthood in their priestly service to God. 
 Edersheim says, 

"The ceremony consisted of: 

• the formal presentation of the child to the priest,  

• accompanied by two short benedictions –  
o the first one for the law of redemption,  
o The other for the gift of a firstborn son,  

• after which the redemption money was paid." 
 
 
But the presence of Jesus in the Temple on this occasion is curious,  

• Since the presentation and redemption could be made to any priest -- and not just in Jerusalem.  
o Nor is the redemption money mentioned in this account.  
o Perhaps, instead of being redeemed, Jesus is presented in the Temple for God's service, in the 

same way that Samuel was presented before the Lord in his mother Hannah's words, "So now I 
give him to the Lord. For his whole life he will be given over to the Lord" (1 Samuel 1:28, cf. 
1:22). 

• She did not have to do this in Jerusalem…It all could have done at the synagogue  

• Yet, not just prophecies were to be fulfilled in his birth at Bethlehem. 
But that proximity brought them to the temple. WHY is that important? 
It was not an accident or a chance that he was presented in Jerusalem 

 
IT WAS ABOUT PROPHECIES…. BUT IT WAS ALSO ABOUT PEOPLE AND PROMISES 

 
Two people specifically 

Simeon 
and  

Anna 
 

 TWO JEWISH PEOPLE 

 

 Simeon the Pious 
 Simeon’s devotion Described 
"Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout ... and the Holy Spirit was 
upon him." (2:25)  

• Righteous - This is a common Greek noun dikaios, which means, "pertaining to being in accordance 
with high standards of rectitude, upright, just, fair” 

• Devout - Greek noun eulabēs, "devout, God-fearing, pious, reverent.” 

• Holy Spirit rests upon Him - upon rather than in OT relationship 
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 Simeon’s Encounter Described 
 
Promise  / Praise  / Peace / Prophecy  
 
 Promise  
 
"[He was] waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. It had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ." (2:25) 
 

• Waiting – 

• Greek verb prosdechomai, which has two senses, 
o (1) "to receive favorably, welcome," and  
o (2) "to look forward to, wait for. 

• "Consolation of Israel?"  
o "Consolation" is the Greek noun paraklēsis, "lifting of another's spirits, comfort, consolation. 
o It comes from the root word parakaleō, "call to one's side" then "help, encourage, comfort." 
o  The Holy Spirit is referred to in the Gospel of John as the Paraclete (paraklētos), "mediator, 

intercessor, helper." 

• In our passage, Simeon is eagerly looking forward to the time when occupied, weary Jerusalem 
receives her comfort and relief from the Lord, which was popularly expected to be brought about by 
the Messiah. 

o The Holy Spirit has made Simeon a promise.  
o Luke employs the word "revealed," the Greek verb chrēmatizo, "impart a divine message, make 

known a divine injunction or warning."1381  
o The message to Simeon is that he won't die until he has seen the Messiah.  
o The phrase "the Lord's Christ" means "the Messiah promised/sent/provided by the Lord." 

 
 Praise 

• Moved by the Spirit 
o He is exactly where they will be 
o He gives praise  
o Greek verb eulogeō. When directed toward God, we translate it "to say something 

commendatory, speak well of, praise, extol."  
o It appears in verse 34 as "to bless.”  
o If you've ever just witnessed an answer to prayer, then you know something of the joy that 

Simeon feels welling up within him. 

 Peace for All and Peace for Him 
Luke 2:28-32 
28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying: 29 “Sovereign Lord, as you have promised, you may 
now dismiss your servant in peace. 30 For my eyes have seen your salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the 
sight of all nations: 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” 

• Nunc Dimittis – after the first two words in Latin, meaning “You may now dismiss…” 
o FOR ALL - I have seen Your Salvation prepared for all people. 
o I have seen the light of revelation to the Gentiles and Israel (everyone). 

http://www.jesuswalk.com/luke/apx1g-simeon-anna.htm#_ftn1381
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• The concept of the Messiah and Israel being "a light for the Gentiles" was first developed by the 
Prophet Isaiah  

o (Isaiah 9:2; 42:6; 60:1-3),  
o Isaiah 49:6: "I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the 

ends of the earth." 

 Prophesy to Mary about Jesus 

Simeon's prophecy to Mary has four elements: 

 "This child is destined to cause the falling and rising of many in Israel..."  

• How people respond to Jesus and his message will determine their destiny. 

• Many of Jesus' contemporaries receive his message and are saved, but the religious 
community, by and large, can't bring themselves to believe that Jesus can be God's Messiah.  

• Jesus becomes "a stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall" (Isaiah 
8:14; 28:16; Luke 20:17-18; Romans 9:33; 1 Peter 2:6-8) 

  "…and to be a sign that will be spoken against..."  

• Jesus is God's sign to his people, but he is rejected.  

• "Spoken against" is the Greek verb antilegō, "speak against, contradict someone, oppose, 
refuse." 

 "…so that the thoughts of many hearts will be revealed."  

• "Thoughts" is the Greek verb dialogismos,  
o thought, opinion, reasoning, design. 

• "Here it seems to be used in a negative sense.  
o Those who stumble at Jesus, who reject him and oppose his message, will finally be shown up 

for what they are. 

• "Revealed" is the Greek verb apokolyptō  
o (From which we get our English word "apocalypse"). 
o It means,  

▪ "to cause something to be fully known, reveal, disclose, bring to light, make fully 
known" 

• Jesus himself is to be the judge, sitting on the judgment seat of the Messiah:  
o "This will take place on the day when God will judge men's secrets through Jesus Christ" 

(Romans 2:16; cf. Acts 17:31; 2 Corinthians 5:10). 

  "And a sword will pierce your own soul too."  

• Through the Holy Spirit, Simeon can see the deep anguish that Mary will feel as her son is rejected 
by the nation's leaders and ultimately crucified.  

• She had been told he would bring salvation to the world 

• That He was God with us 

• She had been pondering these things 
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• Now she is told her soul will be pierced as well - sorrow 

 
Remember the ceremony calls for two prayers – Simeon is but one of them. The other comes from a woman 
named Anna 
 

• They are here in Jerusalem to fulfill a promise to Simeon,  

• They are also there to bring a blessing to a lady who had given her life for worshipping God 

Simeon recognizes Jesus as the Messiah, but so does This woman.  

Luke mentions two people who bear witness to Him in the Temple:  

• Simeon and Anna. The Bible advises, and for specific cases in the Old Covenant Law even requires, the 
evidence of two witnesses to establish an important legal charge (Deuteronomy 17; 19).  

• Simeon and Anna are the two witnesses here, a complimentary pair.  
o Both are pious and patiently waiting for Israel’s redemption.  
o They represent the whole human race, male and female.  

▪ Simeon is the male witness, and Anna the female witness.  
▪ The man comes first, but it is not good for him to be alone, so the woman comes 

second, joins to the work of the man, and together they complete their service to the 
Lord. 
 

  Anna the Prophetess 
 Description 

There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had 
lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. (2:36-37) 

• Tribe of Asher 

• Daughter of Phanuel 

• Widow only after seven years of marriage 

• 84-year-old woman,  

• A pious fixture in the Woman's Court of the Temple. 

 She never left 
• Something about staying power 

• Being in the Temple, you will be in position for blessings. 
 

 She Worshipped, Fasted and Prayed 

38 And at that very moment she came up and began giving thanks to God, and continued to speak about Him 
to all those who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 

 She gave thanks 

• A heart of gratitude 
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 She continued to speak of redemption 

• Debt 
o your debt is paid 
o my debt is paid 

• Freedom 
o we have been set free 

• Forgiveness 
o The lamb that takes away the sons of the world has come 
o The sacrifice is done 

• Redemption 
o May our lives be filled with the wonder and joy of being redeemed 

 
What do we glean from this passage? 
And what do we glean from these two people? 
 

Let these truths sink in 
 
God gives Promise 
God desires our Praise  
God gives Peace 
God confirms his work  
God calls on us to wait on Him 
God calls on us to worship Him 
God calls on us to share Him 
 
  How did these two people recognize the Lord? And how can we? 

 
 

 Challenge 
They knew the Scriptures 

• Will you commit to the truth and promises of the Scriptures 
They were waiting 

• Will you trust that all timing belongs to the Lord? 
They were expecting 

• Will you expect from the Lord 
 

 Challenge 

They were listening 

• Will you open your ears to hear what he is saying? 
They were worshippers 

• Will you, with gratitude and praise, give thanks to Him? 
They were grateful people filled with praise 

• Will you, with gratitude and praise, give thanks to Him? 
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 Challenge 

They were believers 

• Will you believe? 
They were about Redemption 

• Will you live your life as one redeemed? 
They were Speakers 

• Will you share? 


