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Notes

Isaiah 9:6

Lift Pastor Dave and family during this time of illness and pain. The surgery that has been put off before 
now has to be put off again. Seems when something hurts a way is found to make it hurt again. This is a 
perfect illustration of “The just shall live by faith”.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I WILL FEAR NO EVIL. Why? Because the
just - those who want to actually do the right thing because of God’s grace - choose to TRUST and 
OBEY.

Pastor Dave has things to do that he can’t do right now. He will now have an opportunity to meet 
people, do something miraculous because he chooses to trust God.

Did you know God has been faithful in the past? Are you aware that God is faithful now? Do you realize 
God will be faithful in the future? If that is the case and God realizes the position you are in - live by faith 
that the Faithful One will continue to lead you in the paths where you must go!

Why do we have the Christmas Season? God put Mary and Joseph in an impossible situation. Nothing 
good could come from this. The whole country was under the thumb of Rome. The little town of 
Nazareth had the reputation of “nothing good”. Joseph found a wonderful mate and became engaged 
to his soon to be bride after the engagement time was up. Everything was going as good as it could -
until it happened. Mary had a visit from an angel and the Creator’s Holy Spirit and God was made flesh! 
This couldn’t end well.

They went down in the valley of the shadow of death - death of a relationship, death of reputation,
death of a future together. But she did nothing wrong. But he did nothing wrong. It’s not fair. God 
changed the rules and we now have Christmas!

One valley after another but - the just shall live by faith. Who allowed the valley - God. Who knows what 
is next - God. 

That was then, this is now! Have things changed? Have you ever been accused of something you didn’t
do? What did you do with it? Remember the other Joseph, son of Jacob. Remember Paul, the 
persecutor of the church, remember God had something for him to do! How about Peter, the fisherman. 
He completely blew it - The just shall live by faith even after denying Jesus after saying he would never 
do that. 
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So look at your life - perhaps you’ve done nothing you thought was bad, perhaps something very bad,
perhaps something that was just impossible - live by faith and be obedient to your calling.

Now, back to Christmas. The second week of advent - a time to reflect on PEACE.  It is the Christmas 
season but the news just doesn’t sound like Christmas. We are living in a time of rebellion against God 
by seemingly all sides. Churches are divided against each other. Races are baited against each other. We 
see buildings burning down in peaceful protests. We don’t like the leadership of God or country. It’s 
never happened before. NOT! Let’s look to Isaiah chapter 8, verse 20 through chapter 9 verse 7.

20 Look to God’s instructions and teachings! People who contradict his word are completely in the dark. 
21 They will go from one place to another, weary and hungry. And because they are hungry, they will 
rage and curse their king and their God. They will look up to heaven 22 and down at the earth, but 
wherever they look, there will be trouble and anguish and dark despair. They will be thrown out into the 
darkness.

Chapter 9

Hope in the Messiah
1 Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on forever. The land of Zebulun and 
Naphtali will be humbled, but there will be a time in the future when Galilee of the Gentiles, which lies 
along the road that runs between the Jordan and the sea, will be filled with glory.

2 The people who walk in darkness
will see a great light.

For those who live in a land of deep darkness,
a light will shine.

3 You will enlarge the nation of Israel,
and its people will rejoice.

They will rejoice before you
as people rejoice at the harvest
and like warriors dividing the plunder.

4 For you will break the yoke of their slavery
and lift the heavy burden from their shoulders.

You will break the oppressor’s rod,
just as you did when you destroyed the army of Midian.

5 The boots of the warrior
and the uniforms bloodstained by war

will all be burned.
They will be fuel for the fire.

6 For a child is born to us,
a son is given to us.
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The government will rest on his shoulders.
And he will be called:

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

7 His government and its peace
will never end.

He will rule with fairness and justice from the throne of his ancestor David
for all eternity.

The passionate commitment of the LORD of Heaven’s Armies
will make this happen!

Have you remembered to walk in faith? Have you decided to Trust and Obey God. It is truly amazing 
that the Creator became a creature to show what walking by faith really meant and went through life 
from birth to learning obedience to setting up His eternal kingdom! Sometimes what God asks us to do
sounds very strange - but get to know the Shepherd’s voice and you will find yourself amazed at the 
babe wrapped in swaddling cloths who through obedience became our only hope. 

He is our Wonderful Counselor, He is the Mighty God, He is the Everlasting Father, He is the Prince of 
Peace. He is trustworthy. He is faithful. You really have no other choice so determine to LIVE BY FAITH 
as you celebrate the real reason for the season! 

What does Christmas mean to you? Did your family do special things during your childhood? You looked 
forward to seeing the tree. Some families don’t have trees but most have something. Some have a 
Noble Pine, some fir, some aluminum, some frosted white or other colors, tinsel, balls and bells help 
celebrations. TREES
It’s time for Christmas dinner. What joy! What laughter! What a lot of work! We made it to the table, now 
we joyfully celebrate the season with our family and friends. What could be more meaningful? At last, 
we have filled ourselves up and now the reason for the season - opening the Christmas presents! 
DINNER
Some of us are in kind of a habit that says this is what we do during this time of year - celebrate
Christmas. We get to add to each other’s collection of toys, tools and gadgets. Yes, Christmas is a 
wonderful time - why do we get so tired! Why does it seem to be a free for all wanting to be next to
open the presents. PRESENTS
We have the tree. We ate a great meal. We opened the presents. Now what? Is that all it is? Of course 
not, there is the next celebration of a birthday, national holiday, you know - the important things that 
give us a day or two off.
Well, that’s not all is it? Leading up to the season we had the discussion of what kind of tree we’d have. 
We enjoyed the meal. Presents were present but something seemed to be missing.

Christmas time with family and friends. 
Getting the important things - the tree, the dinner and the presents.
The tree was beautiful, the dinner was great and the presents seemed to make us happy for a while. 
Is that it? What is missing? 
What is going on outside on the streets of Edmonds? Lynnwood? Seattle? Does Christmas have 
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anything to do with those on the streets? Isaiah spoke of them a few years ago - close to 3,000 years!

Promise, Principle, Problem, Provision
Promise: Prophets, Priests and Kings were told of Jesus coming. They were given the way to live life 
according to God’s instructions and they would be blessed!
Principle: Follow my directions and live a life of peace and security.
Problem: We don’t want to follow Your ways.
Provision: Some did follow God’s instructions and that led to eternal life! Not just in the future but right 
now.
Think about it! Have you understood in some way that the way to eternal life is to trust in and rely on 
Jesus Christ as your only way to God the Father? The Prince of Peace is waiting for you, ready to be your 
advocate when you call upon His name.


