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Christmas series 2022: The Anointed One 
Title: The Promise of the Anointed One  
Text: Isa 61:1-3; Luke 4:16-22 
 

  21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 PROPHECY FULFILLED IN HIS MINISTRY 
 Luke 4:16-22 

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into 
the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 

18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20 Then he rolled up the 
scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were 
fastened on him. 21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your 
hearing.” 

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. 

• Listen to the gracious words that came from his lips. 

• Proclaim good news to the poor 
o Who among us could use more good news in our lives? 

• Freedom for the prisoners 
o Are there any here who long for release from the bondage of the strongholds that 

seize them? 

• Recovery of sight for the blind 
o Not just physical healings, of which our Savior did many. 
o But spiritual blindness removed, that we might see the glory of the Risen Savior. 

• To set the oppressed free 
o The heaviness of our hearts and the weight of that which assails us. It brings an 

oppressive spirit on us. Some falter under its unyielding weight.  
o And yet… He is the Anointed One. 

• To proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 
o It brings to mind that Holy night when the Angels came in heavenly host and sang 

the song of glory with celebration for the shepherds to hear.  
o “Glory to God in the highest heaven and peace to all those on whom His favor 

rests!” Luke 2:14 
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o Is that favor only for the day of His birth? Clearly not.  
▪ He says that he is fulfilling it in that day. 

o Is it only for those who dwelled alongside Him while he walked the land of Israel? 
▪ Surely not! His favor has been given to each who would call on His name.  

Oh, the words of our Savior. Emmanuel. God With Us.  

• Words that give us Hope 

• Words that give us Life 

• Words that give us strength 

• Yes, Words that bring healing and freedom and peace! 

• Oh, who among us has the ears to hear the GRACIOUS WORDS FROM OUR SAVIOR’S 
LIPS! 

It says, he read from Isaiah. 
 
 Isa 61:1-3  
1 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to proclaim good 
news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the 
captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 
and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those who 
grieve in Zion— to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of 
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.  
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor. 
 
We see additional notes from the prophecy 

• The day of God’s vengeance 
o The vengeance that has always been His 
o The keys of death and the grave and of hades have been taken. 
o He will sit on the throne to reveal who has been covered by the grace that comes 

through faith in Christ, and also reveal those who are not of the flock.  
o What a glorious day for those in Christ! 
o What a tragic day for those who do know Him! 
o This is as well the message that we are given. 

 

• Comfort for those who mourn 
o That we may be moved by the Holy Spirit to speak comfort and bring comfort to 

those who are morning.  
o That we may lift up the countenance of those in sorrow to the Hope we have in 

Christ. 

• Provision for those who grieve in Zion 
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o The place of Zion 
▪ Yes…it is the Mount within Jerusalem. 
▪ Yes, it is the Mount on which the Lord will return. 
▪ Yes, it is the capital of the nation that is God’s. 
▪ Yet is there not another HOLY CITY. 
▪ Is there not another Jerusalem that is the holy city of God to all that 

believe? 
▪ Will this not be the home of all who call on His name? 

o To bestow a crown of beauty instead of ashes. 
o The oil of joy instead of mourning. 
o A garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 

 
This season the bells are ringing, the choirs are singing. They remind us that Christ came on 
that Bethlehem morning.  

• We as the shepherds, upon hearing the good news rejoice and go all round us and tell 
all who we encounter of His great love.  
 

Yes, the mission we have is to proclaim the coming of the Lord and proclaim the great news of 
salvation in His name.  

• That those around us may have life and peace and joy.  
Yet then he describes those who offer these things unto the world as they are sent out on the 
mission he has set before them. 
 

• To bestow a crown of beauty instead of ashes 
o Does he not place a crown of beauty on those who’s feet share the good news? 

• The oil of joy instead of mourning 
o Has he not said that is for the children of God? 

• A garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair 
o A garment of praise is set aside for each of the children of God 

 
  
They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his 
splendor. 
 

• We are called oaks – one of the strongest and most impressive profiles of any tree. 

• Of Righteousness – There is the strength that is given and shown – the strength of 
righteousness. 

• Planted by the Lord 

• For His display 

• Of His splendor 
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21 He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

Today is the first day of Advent and the candle that is lit is known as the Prophet’s Candle 

• There are over 300 prophecies in the Hebrew Scriptures that were fulfilled by Jesus in 
His time here on Earth.  

 

• There are another 156 yet to be fulfilled in the last days.  
 
Look at these prophecies linked to just the birth of our Lord. 
 
 

 PROPHECY REVEALED IN THE SCRIPTURES 
 
 His Heritage 

 

 His Heritage: Star coming out of Jacob 
• Hebrew Scriptures reference: Numbers 24:17 

• New Testament citations: Matthew 2:2, Revelation 22:16 
 

 His Heritage: A Descendant of David 

• Hebrew Scriptures reference: 2 Samuel 7:12–16 

• New Testament citations: Matthew 1:1, Luke 1:32-33, Acts 15:15-16, Hebrews 1:5 
 

 His Heritage: Seed of a woman 

• Hebrew Scriptures reference: Genesis 3:15 

• New Testament citations: Romans 16:20, Galatians 4:4, Hebrews 2:14; Revelation 12:9, 
17 

 

 His Heritage: Born of a Virgin 

• Hebrew Scriptures reference: Isaiah 7:14 

• New Testament citations: Matthew 1:22–23, Luke 1:31–35 
 

 

 His Locations 
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 His Locations: Out of Bethlehem 
• Hebrew Scriptures reference: Micah 5:2 [Hebrew Bible verse 1] 

• New Testament citations: Matthew 2:1–6, John 7:40–43 
 
 His Locations: A Nazarene 

• Hebrew Scriptures reference: Isaiah 11:1, Isaiah 53:3 

• New Testament citations: Matthew 2:23 
 
 His Locations:  Out of Egypt 

• Hebrew Scriptures reference: Hosea 11:1 

• New Testament citations: Matthew 2:13–15 
 
 

 His Introduction 
  His Introduction: Preceded by Elijah 

• Hebrew Scriptures reference: Malachi 4:5–6 [Hebrew Bible, verses 3:23–24] 

• New Testament citations: Matthew 1:17; Matthew 11:14–15, Matthew 16:14, Matthew 
17:9–13, Mark 6:14–16, Mark 9:11–13, Luke 1:16–17, John 1:21 

 
 

 His Names and Titles 
 His Names and Titles: Called the Son of man 

• Hebrew Scriptures reference: Daniel 7:13–14 

• New Testament citations: Matthew 9:6, Matthew 12:8, Matthew 13:41, Matthew 
16:13, Matthew 16:27, Mark 8:31, Luke 6:22, Luke 9:22, John 1:51, John 3:13–14, Acts 
7:56 and many others 

 
 His Names and Titles: Called God’s Son 

• Hebrew Scriptures reference: Psalm 2:1–12 

• New Testament citations: Mark 1:11, Luke 3:22, Acts 4:25–28, Acts 13:33, Hebrews 
1:5, Hebrews 5:5 

 
 His Names and Titles: Emmanuel 

• Hebrew Scriptures reference: Leviticus 26:11-12; Isa. 7:14 

• New Testament citations: Matthew 1:23; John 1:14 
 

• Prince of Peace, Savior, Suffering Servant, Counselor, Redeemer, Creator, Only-begotten 
Son, Holy One of Israel. Judge, Mediator 
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• There are more than 50 names and titles ascribed to Jesus  
 

 
 His Lordship 
 His Lordship: King, Throne of David 

• Hebrew Scriptures reference: 1 Samuel 2:10; 2 Samuel 2:7:12.16; 1 Chronicles 17:12,13 

• New Testament citations: Matthew 28:18; John 12:12-15; Luke 3:31; Rev. 22:16; Luke 
1:32, 33 

 
Have I not given the prophetic proof needed for you to see the miracle of His coming and what 
it means for you and me.  
 
 

 PROPHECY PROVEN WITH MATHEMATICAL PROBABILITIES 
 
A professor at Westmont College has calculated the probability of one man fulfilling the major 
prophecies made concerning the Messiah.  

• The estimates were worked out by twelve different classes representing some 600 
university students.  

• The students carefully weighed all the factors, discussed each prophecy at length, and 
examined the various circumstances which might indicate that men had conspired 
together to fulfill a particular prophecy.  

• They made their estimates conservative enough so that there was finally unanimous 
agreement even among the most skeptical students.  

• However, the professor then took their estimates, and made them even more 
conservative.  

• He also encouraged other skeptics or scientists to make their own estimates to see if his 
conclusions were more than fair. 

Finally, he submitted his figures for review to a committee of the American Scientific 
Affiliation.  

• Upon examination, they verified that his calculations were dependable and accurate 
regarding the scientific material presented. 

 
 
They chose to look at just 8 prophecies 
 
 8 prophecies = 1 in 1017 (a figure with 17 zeros) 
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• After examining only eight different prophecies, they conservatively estimated that 
the chance of one man fulfilling all eight prophecies was one in 10^17.  

• To illustrate how large the number 1017 is, the professor gave this illustration:  
• If you mark one of ten tickets, and place all the tickets in a hat, and thoroughly stir 

them, and then ask a blindfolded man to draw one, his chance of getting the right 
ticket is one in ten.  

• Suppose that we take 1017 silver dollars and lay them on the face of Texas.  
• They’ll cover all of the state two feet deep.  
• Now mark one of these silver dollars and stir the whole mass thoroughly, all over the 

state.  
• Blindfold a man and tell him that he can travel as far as he wishes, but he must pick 

up the one silver dollar that has the special mark on it. What chance would he have 
of getting the right one?  

• Just the same chance that the prophets would’ve had of writing these eight 
prophecies and having them all come true in any one man, from their day to the 
present time. 

 
 
  48 prophecies = 1 in 10157 (1 with 157 zeros!) 
 
They moved the number to 48 prophecies 

• They arrived at the extremely conservative estimate that the probability of 48 
prophecies being fulfilled in one person is the incredible number 10157. How large is 
10157? 1 with 157 zeros! 

 
There are 458 prophecies – all the more astronomical, beyond comprehension. 
 

• Once one goes past one chance in 1050, the probabilities are so small that it is impossible 
to think that they will ever occur. 

 
As the professor concludes,  

• “Any man who rejects Christ as the Son of God is rejecting a fact, proved perhaps more 
absolutely than any other fact in the world.” 

 
Jesus is the Anointed One and comes to bring life, hope, joy, peace.  

• All you must do is believe on Him and stand as an oak of righteousness  

• At some point it is simply arrogant hubris to dismiss the miraculous. 
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Challenge 

 
Would you let go of your pride? 
Would you believe on the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Would you experience the Anointing of the Anointed One on you? 
Would you stand strong in the foundation of that belief? 
Would you share these truths with others who may be skeptical? 


