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Series: JESUS THE GREAT - I AM 
Title:    I AM Alpha and Omega 
Text:  Revelation 1:8, 17-18; 21:6-7; Isa. 48:12 
 

  Starts and finishes 
• Sports – 4th quarter endurance 

o Mariners – up by 7 and lost 
▪ “Stopping at third adds no more to the score than striking out. It doesn’t matter how 

well you start if you fail to finish.” – Billy Sunday 
o Football great –  

▪ “I firmly believe that any man’s finest hour, the greatest fulfillment of all that he holds 
dear, is that moment when he has worked his heart out in a good cause and lies 
exhausted on the field of battle – victorious.” – Vince Lombardi 

• Music – sophomore album 

• Elections – early counting v. the last incoming votes 

• Jobs – start great, then taper off. 

• “It’s not where you start — it’s where you finish that counts.” – Zig Ziglar 

• “Great is the art of beginning, but greater is the art of ending.” – Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
 
Most of the time we are caught up in what is happening in the middle of a situation 

• We are in the middle of an issue. 

• We are in the middle of major problem. 

• We are in the middle of a breakup or divorce. 

• We are in the middle of an illness. 
 
We ask ourselves what we have done wrong, whether we should have started the relationship or the job or 
the project. 
 
We can no longer see where it is going. The future is unclear. We do not know how it will unfold, or how we 
will be able to handle the ending.  
 
Enter Jesus 

• Give me your hurt, your pain, your sorrow, your questions. 

• Give me your weariness, your confusion, your longing. 

• Give me your past, your present, and your future.  

• There is not a moment when I have not been present. 

• There is not an instant when I was not aware of your situation.  

• I have authority over all.  

• I have a calling for you if you would walk in it… and pursue that which I wish for you.  
 
I am the Alpha and the Omega! 
 

  The Alpha and Omega Defines Him to Us 
• Hebrew –  

o Rishon (ree-shone') – In the First, The Former (before any other) Chief 
▪ Rosh - First – chief 

o I am Also 
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• Acharon – end, future,  
o Last coming after.  
o Coming behind 

 

• Greek Alphabet works first letter and last letter 
o Alpha – the first letter of the Greek alphabet - which represents the Lord as the unoriginated 

originator of all life and all that is eternal. 
o Omega – the final letter of the Greek alphabet; (figuratively) God's infinity (endlessness) 

▪ Referring to His absolute limitlessness to meet all the needs of finite (limited) people. 
o First and last letter of 24 characters of the Greek alphabet 

▪ All speech, all words, all descriptors, all identifiers  ARE HIS 
 

  The Alpha and Omega Speaks of Him to Us 
 
 It Speaks of His Position 
 Isa 48:12-14 
 12“Listen to Me, Jacob, Israel whom I called; I am He, I am the first, I am also the last.13 Assuredly, My hand 
founded the earth, and My right hand spread out the heavens; When I call to them, they stand together. 
14 Assemble, all of you, and listen! Who among them has declared these things?” 

• I am he - myself…alone – no one other! 
 
 
 It Speaks of His Presence  
 Rev. 1: 8 
 “I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.”  
 

• Past, present and future 

• His name YHVH – I AM Who I will Be (ever being what he is) 
 

 
 It Speaks of His Power  
 Rev. 1:17-18 
 17 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His right hand on me, saying, “Do not be 
afraid; I am the first and the last, 18 and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, 
and I have the keys of death and of Hades. 
 

• In His presence we cannot stand – as though dead. 
o I die daily. 
o I am dead in Christ and I can rise with Christ. 

• His right hand on me 
o The place of honor – to be stationed next to Him 
o Winer's Grammar, 367 (344) 

▪ Right hand held the sword – offence 
▪ Left hand was for the shield – defense 

• Fear NOT! Or Fear Greatly! 
o He offers Relief from fear. 
o Fear from anything yet specifically here it is fear of what may be. 
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o What was before the first? - What will be after the last? 
o Name that thing… In it you may be afraid.  
o There is nothing in between. He holds the keys. 

• He offers Relief from death and Hell. 
o What does it look like at the end? 

▪ This earth and heavens are done. 
▪ All will be sorted by their faith in Christ. 
▪ Justice will be served. 

o He died, He lives, He is alive forever. 
o He is control – he has the keys. 
o This relief is only His. 

▪ The Prince of Peace 
▪ The door that cannot be picked 
▪ It cannot be hacked. 
▪ There is no coercion or bribe that can take your there. 
▪ Only in HIM is there relief. 

• Yet the opposite is also true. 
o Those who do not look to Him have much to fear.  
o All that which is mentioned for the believer that is good has an equal and opposite reward for 

those who are not in Christ. 
▪ Great fear from the past and the present and the future. 
▪ Great fear in His presence. 
▪ Great fear of death and the afterlife. 

 
 It Speaks of His Prize 
 Rev. 21:6-7 
6 Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give water to 
the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life, without cost. 7 The one who overcomes will inherit 
these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son. 
 

• It is Done – do you see the prize that is ahead? 
o He completes all tings 

▪ It is done is Γέγονε [Gegone], perfect tense: it has become!  
▪ The perfect tense emphasizes the completion of the task of creating the new order and 

the ongoing effects of that creative act which continue into the present as seen by John.  
▪ The words of the Father are reminiscent of the words of the Son which resulted in 

redeemed saints being present to enjoy the new creation: “It is finished!” (John 19:30).  
▪ It is finished is τετέλεσται [tetelestai], perfect tense, it has come to an end, been 

completed, accomplished.  
▪ Jesus’ words emphasize the closure which His death on the cross brought to the old 

order of things. 
▪ That closure of the one life enters in the New Life in Him. 

o Earth and heavens have been destroyed and new ones are in place. 
▪ The new Jerusalem, the Holy City 
▪ No tears 
▪ All things are new. 

o God’s eternal purpose in Jesus is now accomplished.  
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 Ephesians 1:8-10 NASB 
8…In all wisdom and insight 9 He made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good 
pleasure which He set forth in Him, 10 regarding His plan of the fullness of the times, to bring all things 
together in Christ, things in the heavens and things on the earth. 
 

• At this point, all things have been resolved or summed up in Jesus – it is done! 
 

• The thirsty will inherit without payment  
o Now is the time to be in place for that prize. 
o Today is the day of salvation. 
o Have you ever been thirsty? 
o Effects of dehydration 

▪ Dizziness, you are confused. 
▪ Headaches   
▪ Dry mouth and lips – your words have no life in them. 
▪ Fatigue – weariness  
▪ Decrease of elasticity – hardness of heart 
▪ Low blood pressure – life is not flowing through you. 
▪ Cramping – inability to move 
▪ Hallucination – you do not see truth. 
▪ Death – physical and spiritual 

o Thirsty = dipsao – thirst for, desire earnestly 
▪ Desire of your heart 
▪ Earnestly -  

• The spring of the water of life 
o Spring - A fountain , an issue (from within) a well 
o How easy is it to drink? 
o How do we quench a thirst? 

▪ Jesus – the Water that will quench for eternity! 

• Without payment 
o It is free. 
o It is given. 
o The need is seen and it is offered without reservation. 

• The conqueror will have this heritage 
o He has described the heritage – that which is to come 
o The conqueror  

 

 
 The Alpha and Omega Shows Him to Us 
 
  Shows In Creation – Creator and Destroyer 

• Verses 
 

o Gen 1:1 - In the Beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 
o Gen. 6:13  Then God said to Noah, “The end of humanity has come before Me; for the earth is 

filled with violence because of people; and behold, I am about to destroy them with the earth. 
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o 2 Peter 3:10 - But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away 

with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works 
will be discovered. 

o Rev. 21:1, 5 1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth 
passed away, and there is no longer any sea… 5And He who sits on the throne said, “Behold, I 
am making all things new.” 
 

• Questions 
o At what point in time is he not present? 
o What place in the universe does He not oversee? 
o What power in the cosmos is greater than He? 

 
  Shows In Life – womb to tomb 

• Verses 
o The womb 

 
▪ Jer. 1:5 - “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 

consecrated you…” 
▪ Psalm 139:13 - For You created my innermost parts; You wove me in my mother’s womb. 

 
o Breath 

 
▪ Genesis 2:7 – Then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground, and breathed 

into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living person. 
 

▪ Acts 17:24-25 – 24The God who made the world and everything that is in it, since He is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made by hands; 25 nor is He served 
by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life 
and breath and all things. 
 

o Our days 
 

▪ Psalm 34:15 - The eyes of the Lord are toward the righteous … 
▪ Prov. 15:3 - The eyes of the Lord are in every place, Watching the evil and the good. 
▪ Luke 12:7 - But even the hairs of your head are all counted. Do not fear; you are more 

valuable than a great number of sparrows. 
 
 

o Our death 
▪ Matt. 6:27 - And who of you by being worried can add a single hour to his life? 
▪ Job 14:1, 5 - “ 4 Man, who is born of woman, Is short-lived and full of turmoil. Since his 

days are determined. 5 The number of his months is with You; And You have set his limits 
so that he cannot pass. 

▪ Psalm 139:16 - in Your book were all written the days that were ordained for me … 

• Questions 
o In what place before the foundation of the world did He not know you? 
o At what point in your mother’s womb did He not shape you? 
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o At what moment in your life has He not seen you?  
o What breath have you taken that He has not given? 

 
  Shows In Faith -Author and finisher 

• Verses 
o A gift given 

 
▪ Romans 12:3- God has allotted to each a measure of faith … 
▪ 1 Cor. 12:7, 9 - 7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 

good. 9… to another faith by the same Spirit. 
▪ Eph. 2:8 - For by grace you have been saved through faith; and this is not of yourselves, 

it is the gift of God … 
 

o Faith tested brings perfection. 
 

▪ James 1:2 - 2 Consider it all joy, my brothers and sisters, when you encounter various 
trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4 And let endurance 
have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

 
 God The Father draws you by Faith 
John 6:44 - No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him … 

 
 God The Son starts and ends Faith 
Heb. 12:2 …looking only at Jesus, the originator and perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

▪ KJV – Author and Finisher of our faith 
 
 God the Spirit empowers you by it 
Eph. 3:16 -17 16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power 
through His Spirit in the inner self, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith…  

• What power of yours has placed you in His family? 

• What position do you hold that has earned His love? 

• What problem in your life is unsurmountable to Him? 
 
 

  Shows In your Day- Morning to evening 

• Verses 
o I will not leave you or forsake you. 

▪ 1 Chronicles 28: 20 - “Be strong and courageous, and act; do not fear nor be dismayed, 
for the Lord God, my God, is with you. He will not fail you nor forsake you” 
 

o He hears us… 
▪ Psalm 5:3 - In the morning, LORD, You will hear my voice; In the morning I will present 

my prayer to You and be on the watch. 
 

o …Wherever you go! 
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▪ Josh 1:9 – “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous! Do not be terrified 
nor dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.” 

 
o I am with you always! 

▪ Matt 28:20 - teach them to follow all that I commanded you; and behold, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age. 

 

• Questions 
o At which moment in your day is He not with you? 
o What event have you experienced which He has not allowed? 
o What wisdom do you have that surpasses His insight into your destiny? 

 

• He is the beginning and the ending of your day. 
 
 

Challenge 
What do you need to trust the Lord in today? 
What are you holding onto that you have thought was outside the Lord’s will or ability? 
 
 
This declaration of the Alpha and the Omega is all encompassing.  

• There is nothing before the Alpha. 

• There is nothing after the Omega. 

• All that could ever be experienced: not just what is experienced, but all possibilities of what could be 
experienced, lies between the Alpha and the Omega. 

 
Give it to Jesus 
Prayer 


