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Series: JESUS THE GREAT - I AM 
Title:    I AM the Way, Truth and the Life 
Text:   John 14:1-14 
 
 1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father's house are 
many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I 
am you may be also. 4 And you know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, 
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If 
you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him.” 
 
 8 Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me has 
seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, 
but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves. 
 
 12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and 
greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in 
my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in 
my name, I will do it. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord 
 
Three metaphors – way, truth, and life 
 
 
He begins by telling them about the way: 
 

   THE WAY 
 
  The Way to Hope 

• “Let not your hearts be troubled 

• What is happening while He shares 
o Jesus had just shared the last supper with them and told Judas to go about what 

he was going to do.  
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o They have now left the upper room and are heading toward the garden for a time 
of prayer. 

▪ It is on the journey that Jesus begins to share what is known as the Farewell 
Discourse. 

o Jesus says the words, “while I am with you…” 
o Peter asks Jesus, “Where are you going?” 

▪ 36 Jesus answered him, “Where I am going you cannot follow me now, but 
you will follow afterward.” 37 Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow 
you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 38 Jesus answered, “Will you lay 
down your life for me? Truly, truly, I say to you, the rooster will not crow till 
you have denied me three times. 

• The entire meal, Him washing their feet, the giving of the bread and the wine, the 
announcement of betrayal, the sending off of Judas, mentioning that He was going 
away…  

• And now Peter’s betrayal predicted.  
o If Peter can betray Him we are all in trouble. 
o They are disturbed. The energy of the night is very high and in their minds, very 

negative. This doesn’t feel to them like other nights of discussion and teaching.  

• Where is he going, can they go with him? And if they can, what is the way to His 
destination? 

• They are troubled. 

• Then the words of our text come forth:  Jesus says… 
o  “Let not your hearts be troubled” 

• He offers Hope and comfort in their uncertainty.  
o He does the same for you. 
o You can be with HIM. 

 
He also shares that He is the Way to heaven 
 
  The Way to Heaven 

• Thomas, we do not know where you are going. 

• The answer is clear that Jesus is speaking about heaven. 

• He is going to be with the Father and he is going to make a place for you and me. 

• 2 In my Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again 
and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 

• But even more than His destination of heaven, most people have no idea the direction 
that Jesus is going. 

• They cannot see who He is. 

• They will not see what He came to do. 
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• They cannot agree on what He has called each of us to do. 

• The idea of a singular way is counter to many people’s thoughts: 
o Even many in the church are being swayed by the idea that the there must be 

other paths.  
o It is imperative that we hold the line on this essential declaration of our Lord’s. No 

one comes to the Father but through HIM. 
 
That is the next thought regarding the statement, I am the Way. 
He is not just the Way to Hope and Heaven, but He is also the Way to the Someone. 
 
 
  The Way to the Father 

▪ He is going to where the Father is 
o They will hear more of the Father and the sweet relationship Jesus Has with the 1st person 

of the Trinity throughout the night 
▪ His prayer for the followers, the asking for the sending of the Comforter, (the third 

person of the trinity), and His deep prayer to the Father about whether the cup could 
be passed from His road, and His submission to the call 

o He loves the Father, the Father loves Him, All who are in Him will be with the Father 
 
There is a reason for the onslaught of hatred for Patriarchy and masculinity. 
o It is no surprise that the world’s representation of the father is a buffoon or a jerk. 

▪ It is not simply a demanded shift from a system that has been in place in every 
culture on the planet from the beginning of time. 

▪ But is a false representation of the family and the loving partnership that has 
transpired for the ages.  

▪ Has there been sin over the ages? Duh! 
▪ Has there been abuse of power over the centuries? – Of course! 
▪ Are men alone responsible? Should we look at the queens of Egypt, England, China 

and other tribes and kingdoms?  

• Do we think that power and abuse are realms only corrupted by the Y 
chromosome? 

• No----- all are sinners and in need of a savior. 
▪ The false narrative of the heavenly Father has been pushed for decades. 

• Cruel, unjust, uncaring, harsh 

• But he is Love, Just, Faithful, and Kind. 

• But he is also clear! He disciplines His children. 
o This is a lost value in America. 
o Any discipline is considered abuse in America. 
o Consequences of wrong action are seen as injustice to the culprit.  
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▪ Jesus is pointing to the Father and calling all of us to come into relationship with the 
Father as well. 

o He was calling the disciples to the Way to relationship. 
 
He is the Way to hope, to heaven, and to the Father. Jesus also addresses that he is the Way to 
a life of wonder. 
 
 
  The Way to Wonder 

o Whoever believes in me will also do the works that I do; and greater works than 
these will he do  

o 13 Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it. 

o Again the position of belief is essential. 
▪ In His name 
▪ The Father glorifies the Son 
▪ He will do it 

o Today is not a teaching on the presence, the power, the fruit, the gifts, and the 
acts of the Holy Spirit.  That is for another day.  

▪ But the Scriptures are clear that the same God of the Scriptures is present 
in the Body of Christ today and faith actions are to be expected among the 
saints.   

 
 
The question of where he is going – the answer is clear a to what He is saying about Himself as 
the WAY  

• The Way to hope, the Way to heaven, and the Way to the Father, and the Way to 
Wonder 

o and they are called to those destinations through HIM 
 

• He is also says that He is the life –  
o He says, I am the Way to There. There is the destination = life, which is in Him a 

state of being present and future 
o This is the way to where – (heaven), 
o and the what will we experience – (Life) 

 
TRANSITION 
But he throws this term in the middle – The Truth 
 
Hope –  yes   Heaven – yes  To the Father – yes 

Life in Christ – Yes     Life eternal -Yes.  
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But how does the Truth play its part in this dialogue? 
 
 Heaven is the destination; Eternal Life is the prize… Truth is the KEY 

• He is the Way 

• He is the Life 

• He is the TRUTH 
 
With Pilate –  
 
 John 18:37 - You are a king then? “For this reason I was born and have come into the world, 
to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to My voice.” 
 

• Pilate brushes it off – with these words – “What is Truth?” 

• The world is doing this right now – What is truth? 

• They are washing their hands of Jesus. They are passing him off as not being their 
problem, not their business.  

 

   THE TRUTH 
 

  What is Truth? 

• ἀλήθεια, ας, ἡ - alétheia (al-ay'-thi-a) 
o truth, but not merely truth as spoken; truth of idea, reality, sincerity, truth in the 

moral sphere, divine truth revealed to man, straightforwardness 
o REALITY 

 
  TRUTH IS – reality 
 
  Truth v Knowledge 

• Knowledge can be defined as familiarity, awareness, or understanding gained through 
experience or study.  

• Truth is the state or quality of being true, which is in accordance with facts or reality. 
 

 
   Knowledge v Knowing 

▪ Knowledge and knowing are two different things. 
▪ Knowledge is that which we gather from outside. Knowing arises from within.  
▪ Knowledge is memory that is of the mind, but knowing is existential, which is 

of the 'being'. 
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   Knowledge of the Father – Knowing the Father 

• 7 “If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know 
him and have seen him.” 

• 10 Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? 

• I have addressed this before, yet would you assess your thoughts and beliefs on the Father? 
o Do you link your view of the Father with your experience of your own father? 
o Do you agree with the world’s position that the father figure is a curse to humanity? 
o I would suggest that you not only have no knowledge of the Father, but more 

critically you do not KNOW Him. Therefore you are not in HIM 
o Jesus – do you not know me? If you know me – you know the Father 

 
   Knowledge of Him v Knowing Him 

• 7 “If you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know 
him and have seen him.” 

• 9“Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me?” 

• There was a time in America where many had gone to Sunday School and had a knowledge 
of who Jesus was and Is.   

• Barna Group - Today,  
o Jesus was real person – 92%  

▪ Millennials – 87% 
o Jesus was God – 56% 

▪ Millennials – 48% 
▪ 1/3  say he was a religious leader like Muhammad and Buddha 
▪ 38% of elders do not believe He is God 

o Jesus was sinless – 
▪ 56% say he committed sin 

 
All the teachings and cognitive understanding of Who the Life is, is no substitute for Knowing 
Him 

• When He is speaking about access to Heaven as the Door, as the Resurrection, and as the 
Life 

o He will not say, you read so many books about me – enter into my heaven 
▪ He will say, I do not know you! 

o He will not say, your understanding of my statements was more than sufficient – 
come into my heaven 

▪ He will say, I do not know you! 
o He will not say, you taught so many people about who I was – enter into my heaven 

▪ He will say, I do not know you! 
o Do you see the conversation? 
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o It is filled with relationship. Loving one another, knowing one another, being with 
each other 

 
Transition 
Yes. Knowing the Truth is different than having knowledge.   For knowing the Truth is knowing 
Jesus. He has declared that He Himself is the Truth. 
 
 
 

  The Truth as opposed to What? 
 

  Doctrine:  False or True  
o Last week one of my points was holding to doctrine over deity.  

▪ That our life must be marked by the Presence of Jesus, not simply the 
teachings of Jesus or about Him. 

o So when I speak of doctrine today please note that I am not simply speaking of a 
creedal belief but as a way of life and how you live life because you are in 
relationship with the Deity. 

o A Doctrine is defined as a belief or set of beliefs.  
▪ Held and taught – yes… but we are speaking of more 
▪ Adhered to or lived by.  
▪ A path on which we hold our beliefs. 
▪ Walking I life in relationship with the ONE who is the subject of all these 

teachings. 
o False premises by which we live, or  
o Real and true premises and positions by which we live 
o BY WHICH WE LIVE 

 
So, as we are speaking of the Truth as opposed to what we are contrasting our lives with the 
lives of those who not in relationship with the TRUTH 
 
This world is presently run by what Paul speaks of in his first letter to the young pastor, 
Timothy said the end times would produce. 
 
 1 Timothy 4:1 ESV 
Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting 
themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2 through the insincerity of a liars 
whose consciences are seared. 
 
  1 Timothy 4:1 KJV 
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Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their 
conscience seared with a hot iron… 
 
 The doctrine of demons – called delusion (it is not real) 

• Let your hearts be troubled if you follow these 

• These teachings, ideologies, false positions, doctrines of demons include: 
o I will be like God. 
o Has God really said? 
o I am not as bad as others. 
o A Loving God will not judge. 

• Today – the world has gained the foothold on the minds of humanity to live by the doctrine 
of demons 

o Your truth is the true truth. 
o Your beliefs are higher than any others. 
o Your morals are yours to be set. 
o Your idea of what love is outweighs God’s. 
o Your belief in Judgement or none is truer that what God has said. 
o Your means of salvation are greater that the cross of Jesus. 

• The conscience is seared. 
 

Contrast that to the Doctrine of God - The TRUTH 

 
  The Doctrine of God – Truth (reality) 
 
Let not your hearts be troubled. – This should bring you comfort 

• There is no other God – Jesus is He. 

• Love God with everything you have – body, mind, soul and spirit – Loving Jesus. 

• Obey His commands – If you love me, you will keep my Commands. 

• All are sinners in need of savior – He came to Save. 

• Believe and be saved – Give your life to Him and be saved. 
 
Those in Christ are saved, those who are not stand condemned  
 
Loving the Truth (Jesus), Living in the Truth, Life in Christ is the Way to heaven and eternal life. 
 
Transition 
We have spoken of the Way. 
And we have spoken of the Truth. 
Now we speak of Life. 
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Last week I addressed this as we spoke on Christ the Resurrection and Life 
 
I would welcome those who were not here or have not heard that message to go back and 
listen to it. It is found on the church’s website, YouTube, and Facebook. 
 
But let me broaden your understanding of life in Christ from these words that Jesus speaks.  
 

  THE LIFE 
 

 Life Present 
o From spiritual death to spiritual life 

▪ The place being prepared was set for the afterlife. 
o From meaningless living to purposeful living 

▪ Works to be done greater than His 
o From powerless living to powerful living 

▪ Asking in His name and HE WILL DO IT. 

 
 Life Eternal 
 

 Living out Eternal Words NOW 

▪ The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. 
▪ These are heaven’s words. 
▪ They are divine… not of human mentality or our meager attempts to 

interpret. He is giving ETERNAL WORDS. 
 
He is also calling us to Eternal works. 
 

  Living with Eternal Works NOW 

▪ The Father who dwells in me does his works. 
▪ You should believe on account of the works themselves. 
▪ Those who  believe in Him will also do the works that I do;  

• and greater works than these will he do,  

• Because I am going to the Father. 
 

  Living an Eternal Way NOW 

▪ His way 
▪ Here on earth 
▪ And a destiny in heaven 
▪ And you know the way to where I am going.  
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▪ A place prepared 

• A place where I am you may be also 

• Citizens of heaven 
 
His disciples desire to know the Father and they press their question and His answer is so clear 
 

 
Listen to the questions Jesus has for you 

 
Do you Know Me?  

Don’t you yet know me? 
How long have you been around me and still you do not KNOW me? 

 
 

He continues to say I AM 
 

The Living Water  The Door  The Good Shepherd 
The Resurrection  The Life  The Way    
The Truth   The Living One The Vine and The Bread   

The Alpha and the Omega 
The Lamb of God 

The King of Kings and the Lord of Lords 
 
 

I ask you 
 

  Do you believe Him? Do you believe in Him? 
 
 

Challenge 
Follow Him as the Way 

Get to Know Him 
Reject the false doctrines of this world 

Live Life in the Truth 
Be Used By Him for His Glory 

 
Prayer 
Amen 
 


