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   JESUS - THE GREAT I AM 
   I AM the Resurrection and the Life 
  John 11:1-44 
 
  John 11:25-26 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, 
yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe 
this?” 
 

 STORY 
Lazarus is sick 
They send for Him 
He delays 
Lazarus dies 
He arrives 
Been dead four days 
Martha cries out to the Lord 
Jesus speaks words of Life 
Jesus raises Lazarus 
 

  The Encounter with Jesus 
 

  Our Understanding How and Why? 
• Why were you late? 

• Why didn’t you respond? 

• How could you let this happen? 

• How am I supposed to respond now? 

• If you were here … You could have… 

• 21“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But 
even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”  
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to 
him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 
day.” 

• 32…“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

• 37…“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have 
kept this man from dying?” 

 

  Our Practical Boundaries 

• That is not realistic 

• That is not practical 



2 

 
  Our Trust of Doctrine over the Deity 

• Seeing Jesus’ words only as a doctrinal encouragement 
 
i. Seeing Jesus words only as a remote promise. 

 
ii. Seeing Jesus words as a promise that is impersonal. 

 
 

  How Jesus Responds to Us 
 

• He does not grow angry. 
 

• He reveals Himself. 

• He indicated to Martha that resurrection and life were not gifts 
which He must seek, nor even gifts which He must create; but that 
He Himself was the resurrection and the life; these things 
were wherever He was. 

 
 

  Four Life Changing Phrases 

 
  1. “I AM the resurrection” – Comfort to the bereaved 
 

• The presence of Jesus Christ means life and resurrection. 
 

• The power of Jesus Christ is the same today. 

• Would we want them to rise? 

• Let Him keep the keys of death and the kingdom. 

• Let Him hold the best for all who have passed. 
 

• The promise of Jesus is that the dead will live. 

• Not only on that day, 

• But we live even now. 
a. There is no death for the believer. 

• There is an essential difference between the decease of the 
godly and the death of the ungodly.  

a. Death comes to the ungodly man as a penal infliction, but to 
the righteous as a summons to his Father's palace:    

b. To the sinner it is an execution, to the saint an undressing.  
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c. Death to the wicked is the Highest of terrors: death to the 
saint is the end of terrors,   the commencement of glory.  

d. To die in the Lord is a covenant blessing.    
 
  2. “I AM the life” – Comfort to the Believers 
 

• Jesus Christ is life in His people. 

• No Life within us outside of Him 

• No food for our soul outside of Him 

• You cannot bring life to yourself or others 
 

• FAITH is the only means by which have life in Jesus 

• He does not say, "He that loves me," though love is a bright grace, 
and very sweet to God. 

• He does not say, "He that serves me," though everyone that believes 
in Christ will endeavor to serve Him:  

• … but it is not put so:  

• He does not even say, "He that imitates me," though everyone who 
believes in Christ must and will imitate Him; 

• … but it is put, "He that believeth in me."  
 

• Why is faith the only link between Him and our soul? 

• Faith cries, “Non nobis Domine! Not unto us! Not unto us!  But unto 
thee O Lord!” 

• Christ puts His crown on faith's head, exclaiming, "Thy faith hath 
saved thee;" 

• So you see why the Lord selects faith rather than any other grace, 
because it is a self-forgetting thing.  

 
 
  3. “Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.” 
 

•  Whosoever / Whoever 

• Are you a who? 
 

• "How far can Christ be life to a sinner?" How low will the grace of God go? 

• I am weak. I cannot understand. 

• I am so unfeeling. 

• I am objectionable. 

• I am obnoxious. 
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• My case is hopeless. 

• I have tried everything. 

• “Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.” 
 

• But I am worthless and smell of death. 

• Come Forth and remove the death. 

• Unbind him – Jesus said. 

• If you did believe in Jesus, you should live. 
 
 
  4. “Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, … 
  … and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” 
 

• Can I lose this Life? NO! 

• John Calvin vs. Jacobus Arminius 

• Jesus says, "Whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die." 

• Here is a very literal translation—"And every one who lives and 
believes on me, in no wise shall die forever."  

• "I give unto my sheep eternal life; and they shall never perish, 
neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand."   

• "He that believeth in me hath everlasting life." 

• "The water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life."  

• "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." 

• No ifs, buts, or faint hopes. 
 

• "Can I do as I like, and live in sin?" No 

• That you shall not love sin and live in it, for that is death; but you 
shall live unto God.  

• Your likes shall be so radically  changed that you shall abhor evil all 
your days, and long to be holy as God is holy;  

• You will be kept from transgression, and will not go back to wallow in 
sin. 

 
  Do you believe this? Yes Lord we believe 

•  Trust the Lord Jesus Christ, for He is worthy to be trusted.  

• Throw yourself upon Him, and He will carry you. 

• Cast your whole weight upon His atonement; it will bear the strain. His 
sacrifice is sufficient. 
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• Lean on Him as invalid leans upon the strong arm of another, and seek no 
other support. 

• Depend upon Christ with all your might, just as you are. 
 
As the Lord lives you shall live, and as Christ reigns you shall reign over sin, and as Christ comes 
to glory you shall partake of that glory forever and ever. 
 

Will You Believe? 
 

 
CHALLENGE 

Believe TODAY on the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved. 

 


