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Series: JESUS - THE GREAT I AM 
Title:    I AM the Good Shepherd  
Text:   John 10:11-18 
 
 
  John 10:11-18 ESV 
11 ”I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He who is a 
hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves 
the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a 
hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 
own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for 
the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they 
will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but 
I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it 
up again. This charge I have received from my Father.” 
 
What passage do you go to when you are down? 
Psalm 23 Psalm 91 Philippians 4  
 
Last week we looked at Jesus saying to the Pharisees that He was the Door and those who 
enter will be protected, directed, delivered, provided for, and given abundant life.  
 

• It is understandable, dear friend, that the shadows of sorrow we each experience can 
cloud our view and drive us to a broken place.   

• That Abundant Life seems like a sales pitch. We bought it and yet it seems to have 
under-delivered.  

• It has not been lived out according to the brochure.  

• But may I say that many times this happens because we have thrown aside the 
instructions and have missed several key steps to bring the purchase to its full fruition.  

 
When we are discouraged we lose sight of the way through the problems.  One of the key 
instructions lost or forgotten is that: Jesus is the Door 
 
  We have a Door named Jesus. 

• That means that we have access to God at every moment of our lives.  

• Access through the door into the cover of care from our precious Lord. 
 
Access to God anywhere, at anytime 

• We can go in and out of the door to green pastures. 
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• We have access to God because we belong to HIM. We are HIS 

• We are His family -- His children. 

• We can go in and out of the door. 
o As a child uses the screen door.  
o No air conditioning 
o In and out all day long 

• Others have to knock or ring the bell 
 
I listened to several messages by prominent preachers this week. 

• It surprised me that there were no fewer than three pastors preaching from this text, 
who used almost the entire outline of T.D. Jakes, close to verbatim.  

• It was his famous message on Easter where he proclaimed, in the fashion that only he 
can, Friday’s here…. But Sunday is coming! 

• He spoke from this passage, but also from the resurrection story.  
 
One phrase in the message especially rang true to me. It has caused me to ponder on it for 
several days and some sleepless nights. 
 
Yes, we have access in and out through the Door  
 
  
Just because you have access through the Door does not means the thief is not coming. 
(A double negative – but you understand.) 
 
The Thief IS Coming! 
 
The fact that you have access to god at any point does not eliminate the attempts to attack 
you by the Devil. 
 
  The Thief is coming 
 

• The fact that you have found your way to Christ does not stop the thief from coming. 

• That you are faithful in your walk with the Lord and honor Him in your life does not stop 
the thief from coming. 

• You may have a powerful ministry, the thief is coming. 

• You may fast and pray and enter in to sweet communing with the Lord on a daily basis. 
The thief is coming. 

 
This seems to have been forgotten, and thus we are surprised when we find ourselves caught 
up in the trap set for us by the thief.  
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We are surprised when we are scattered into a dark place where we see no way through; no 
way out.  
 
My friend, just because you have access through the Door does not means the thief is not 
coming. 
 

• The thief will come. 

• Do not be shocked that the thief comes. 
 
How would you prepare for a thief? Especially if you knew He was coming! 

• Would you set up an alarm system? 

• Would you lock your doors? 

• Would buy a dog to alert you or to protect you? 

• Would you take other measures to prepare yourself for the coming of a thief? 

• Would you set up a neighborhood watch? 

• Would you hide your valuables? 
 
We would be on alert if we knew the thief was coming. 
 

• Somehow, we have come to think that now that we are in Christ and he is our Shepherd 
that the thief won’t come anymore.  

• He would recognize that he lost and cheerfully wave you on to your beautiful life.  
 
The devil wants to snatch and scatter the sheep, he will attempt to kill, steal and destroy.  
 
The thief thinks if he kills the shepherd … he will have the sheep. 
 
Jesus declares that he is the Good Shepherd. 
 
  “I am the Good Shepherd.” 
 

• This is a familiar passage. 

• This is a known descriptor of Jesus – The Good Shepherd. 

• There are countless churches named after the Good Shepherd, be they Evangelical, 
Catholic, Episcopal, or other.  

 
The contrast is made of the hired hand and the Good Shepherd. 
 
The Good Shepherd Lays Down His Life. 
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• He is not a hireling – He will lay His life down. 

• It is His life to give. 

• No one takes it. 

• He is following the charge of His Father. 

• Gethsemane Prayer 

• The hired man flees / The shepherd lays down His life 
o When pressed, the hired man flees. 
o When wolves arrive, he will not stand the ground. 

 
The Good Shepherd knows your name. 

• The hired man does not own them – The Shepherd knows His own. 
o He knows them. 
o They know Him. 
o The Father knows Jesus. 
o Jesus knows the father. 
o This is Personal. 

▪ If you walk away from faith, you have not known Him. 
▪ You cannot be saved through your religion. 

 
The Good Shepherd Gathers His Flock 

• He is Not the Hireling – He will search and find you. 

• The sheep are Snatched and Scattered 
o The 99 and the 1 – Matt 18 and Luke 15 

• He leaves the flock because they have one another. 

• The 1 is isolated. – The enemy wants you there because he wants to destroy 
you. 

• You alone are not the church. 

• If he can get you isolated… he speaks lies we cannot refute. We need one 
another. 

• The Good Shepherd has many sheep – other sheep. 

• Others, not of this fold 

• I must bring them also. I also got chosen. 

• One flock 

• For the One Flock called together 
 
He is creating a Family 
 
The Good Shepherd has all the Authority  

• Life is not taken; it is given. 
o Christ’s authority to lay it down 
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o Christ’s authority to pick it up 

• This charge has been given from the Father 
 
The redemptive work of the Cross was not forced upon Him 
He chose to pay your debt. 
He chose to offer your life. 
He chose to bring you into the fold. 
It is HIS authority! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Challenge 

• Prepare for the thief to attempt to rob you, snatch you, and scatter you. 

• Cover yourself with the blanket of Christ’s love that was shown in His sacrifice. 

• Be steadfast in your PERSONAL relationship with Christ. 

• Do not walk in isolation – get with the Body of Christ. 

• Submit yourself to His Authority. 
 
 
 
 
 


