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Series: JESUS THE GREAT - I AM 
Title:    I AM the Door (Gate): Enter and Live 
Text:   John 10:1-10 
 
 
  John 10:1-10 
1“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by 
another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own 
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes before 
them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but 
they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of speech 
Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 7 So Jesus 
again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before 
me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone 
enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” 
 
 
  Setting: Feast of Dedication – Hanukah  

• Hanukah Late November through Mid-December 
o Jewish festival that commemorates the rededication of the Jewish Temple in 

Jerusalem in the 2nd century BC. 
o Festival of Lights, or Feast of the Maccabees. 
o Celebrated for eight days. 
o Hanukkah is called the Feast of Dedication because it celebrates the Maccabees' 

victory over Greek oppression and the rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem in 
165 BC. 

Prior to the year 165 BC, the Jewish people in Judea were living under the rule of the Greek 
kings of Damascus.  

• During this time Seleucid King Antiochus Epiphanes, the Greco-Syrian king, took control 
of the Temple in Jerusalem and forced the Jewish people to abandon their worship of 
God, their holy customs, and reading of the Torah. He made the Jews bow down to the 
Greek gods. 

• According to ancient records, King Antiochus IV (who was sometimes called "The 
Madman") defiled the Temple in 167 BC by sacrificing a pig on the altar and spilling its 
blood on the holy scrolls of Scripture.  

 

• As a result of severe persecution and pagan oppression, a group of four Jewish brothers 
led by Judah Maccabee decided to raise an army of religious freedom fighters.  
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• These men of fierce faith and loyalty to God became known as the Maccabees. The 
small band of warriors fought for three years with "strength from heaven" until 
achieving a miraculous victory and deliverance from Greco-Syrian control. 
 

• After regaining the Temple, it was cleansed by the Maccabees, cleared of all Greek 
idolatry, and readied for rededication. The rededication of the Temple to the Lord took 
place in the year 165 BC, on the 25th day of the Hebrew month called Kislev. 
 

• It is also called the Festival of Lights because 
o A miraculous event occurred during the rededication of the Temple when God 

caused the eternal flame to burn for eight days on one day's worth of oil. 
o To remember this miracle of provision, candles are lighted and burned during the 

eight days of the Feast of Dedication. 
 
You may ask… 

 What does any of this have to do with gates and shepherds?  

Why would Jesus use this festival as the context for these two I AM statements? 

I AM the Door 
 Thura - a door, (b) met: an opportunity. 
 
 I AM the good Shepherd 
  I will cover next week 

Why does Jesus claim to be the Door? 

As well as celebrating the rededication of the temple, Jews also used the Feast of Dedication 
to reflect on the consequences of bad leadership.  

One of the passages that was commonly read and discussed was Ezekiel 34, which denounces 
and describes Israel’s past poor leaders as bad shepherds, men who fulfilled their own 
desires rather than serve their sheep. 

 Ezekiel 34:1-10 
1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; … 
4 The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, the injured you have not 
bound up, the strayed you have not brought back, the lost you have not sought, and with force 
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and harshness you have ruled them. 5 So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd, 
and they became food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered; … 
10 Thus says the Lord God, Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require my sheep at 
their hand.  
 
On this day Jesus had been walking likely on the Colonnade at the temple and He healed a 
blind man on the Sabbath.  He had been blind from birth. 

• The disciples ask him about who I at fault and he says some are ill for such a moment as 
this to reveal the glory of God.  

• He reminds them that he is the Light of the World and then heals the man. 

• He tells the man to wash in the pool of Siloam.  

• The Man was healed. 

• Word goes around and comes to the Pharisees. 
o They wanted to know who had done such a thing ON THE SABBATH. 

The Jewish courts were pressing the man about even being blind. They pressed his parents 
about his blindness.  
 

• His parents’ response was, “We know that this is our son and that he was born blind. 21 
But how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he 
is of age. He will speak for himself.” 

• His response was - “Whether he is a sinner I do not know. One thing I do know, that 
though I was blind, now I see.” 

• When pressed again he said – “Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to 
become his disciples?” 

• At this they said they were disciples of Moses not of Jesus. 

• This man gave a great teaching in that moment. 
 
Then the man with his new sight says these words to the Pharisees the Sanhedrin  
 
   John 9:30-34 
30 The man answered, “Why, this is an amazing thing! You do not know where he comes from, 
and yet he opened my eyes. 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners, but if anyone is a 
worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. 32 Never since the world began has it 
been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. 33 If this man were not from God, 
he could do nothing.” 34 They answered him, “You were born in utter sin, and would you teach 
us?” And they cast him out. 
 

• Jesus finds the man likely just outside the temple grounds on Solomon’s colonnade, and  
asks  
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• 35 Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe 
in the Son of Man?” 

• 36 He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” 

• 37 Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.”  

• 38 He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I came 
into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become 
blind.” 

• This is where the Pharisees (the shepherds of Israel) confront Jesus. 
 

  John 9: 40-41 
40 Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” 
41 Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt; but now that you say, ‘We 
see,’ your guilt remains.” 

• They were so smug they could not recognize their blindness. 
o If they had been ignorant like the blind man they would have easily seen Him as 

the Light  
o But they figured they were completely set and did not need healing for they were 

not blind.  

• He had healed the blind man and the Pharisees had asked him if they too were blind. 

• It is within this context that Jesus tells His parable of the door and good shepherd.  

• It is winter, it is cold, he is on the East side of the temple.  

• In front of the man and the Pharisees, he contrasts Himself to the shepherds of Israel.  

23 and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon.  

• Parbar – the door 

• They are standing by the door to the temple grounds. They can look down from the 
where they were and see the sheepfold 

He uses both of these things present within their sight to point out the difference 
between Him and any other authority 

 

  He is the One in whom we can hide – The Protector 

The first way Jesus inserts Himself into the parable is by declaring “I AM the gate for the 
sheep,” which demonstrates His identity of protector and provider.  
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• He asserts, “if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and 
find pasture” (John 10: 9).  

   John 10:1-3a 
1 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by 
another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door is the shepherd 
of the sheep. 3 To him the gatekeeper opens. 

• In the parable, Jesus contrasts a good shepherd with thieves, asserting that good 
shepherd’s use the gate to let the sheep out to peace and plenty while the thief instead 
hops over the wall of the pen with the intent to “steal, kill, and destroy” (John 10:10).  

• He then moves from a general parable—which the people do not understand (John 
10:6)—to specifics, inserting Himself into the parable to explain His point more clearly. 

  The Sheepfold 

 

• The image Jesus uses here is of a sheep pen used in the Middle East: a low walled 
enclosure that backs up to a hill or the end of a ravine. The gate on the front, then, was 
the only way the sheep could enter the pen to find protection from the wild animals at 
night.  

• Jesus is at the temple and on Solomon’s colonnade. – He can look over to the sheep’s 
gate on the north end of the holy mount and turn around and look at the entrance into 
the temple grounds – the parbar – the door. 

• Jesus points that the religious leaders of His time were like the shepherds in the times of 
Ezekiel – they were wolves, they were bad shepherds, they were enemies of God. 

• The Shepherd is to protect the sheep. To stand watch at the gate. Not to allow one to 
stray. Not to allow the wolf to enter.  

• Jesus protects us. If we remain in Him. If we abide in Him. He will be the protector. He is 
the DOOR. 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.%209
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.10
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.6
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2010.6
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 He shields and saves us from something - protection 

• Those who enter through Him will be saved:  
o Shielded from the wolf, from sin, and from death. 
o Saved from a life with no meaning. 
o Saved from the penalty that we would pay in this life and the next for a life 

without Him. 

• The sheep’s door at the temple is where the sheep are stored for the sacrifices.  
o For those sheep there is only one way – in. 
o There will be no going out from this sheepfold. 
o Their next stop is to be sacrificed. 
o Jesus says that he is the Door. He is the one who will allow you to flourish and go 

in and out with new life.  
o For He is the sacrificial lamb. 

 We must hide ourselves in the shelter of His love – he Protects 

• He alone defends you from the wolves. 

• He alone shelters you from the thief of your life. 

• He alone protects you from the consequences of sin. 

• He alone takes your place as the sacrificial lamb. 
 

  HE ALONE IS THE TRUE DOOR AND PROTECTOR OF HIS OWN 
 
 

   He is the One who Guides - The Director 
 John 10:3b-5 
… “The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When 
he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know 
his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the 
voice of strangers.” 

• How are we to gain direction? 
o We must hear His voice. 
o We must know His voice. 
o We Must follow Him. 
o We must remain in Him. 

• Stranger - allotrios - belonging to another person, belonging to others, foreign, strange. 

• Follow - akoloutheó (ak-ol-oo-theh'-o)  accompany, attend, follow. 

• Flee - pheugó: (fyoo'-go) flee, escape, shun.  

   He guides us to something – Direction. 
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Jesus directs our lives. 
o He says, “Come, follow me!” 

▪ Accompany him on this beautiful journey of life 
▪ Attend the events of each day with Jesus by your side 
▪ Know the joy of His presence in every situation life may bring you 

o He says, “I know your name!” – this is personal. 
▪ Each of you one by one must choose to follow the precious Savior who 

looks at you personally by name. 
o He says he will guide you – he goes before you. 

▪ He blocks the chill of the cold winds of life. 
▪ He shields you from those who would do you harm. 
▪ He goes before you. 

o He says believe ON Him, and NO other. 
▪ Escape the other, run from the other.  

o He says, stay in Him – abide in Him. 
▪ They will not go after the voice of the stranger. 

 
 We must not follow another voice. We must flee from it 

The voice that says he is not real. 
The voice that says that he does not care. 
The voice that says that there is a better way. 
 

 HE ALONE IS THE TRUE DOOR AND DIRECTOR FOR OUR LIVES 
 
 

  He is the One Who Provides - The Deliverer 
 
 John 10:7-9 
7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who 
came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. 
If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.  

• Similarly, the gate was also the only way to find their way back out to the lush pasture in 
the morning.  

o When Jesus declares that he is this gate, He claims to be the only means to 
protection and provision. 

   He delivers us to something – provision. 

• Those who go in through Him will go in and out and find pasture. 



8 

 

o He delivers all that is needed. 
▪ Yes, He will be saved - Salvation through Him. 
▪ But also, He will go in and out to lush pastures – blessings. 

• The promise of pastures that will fill you. 

• They are lush – the best, very rich and providing great pleasure. 

 We must not try another door 
Those doors will steal the truth from you. 
Those doors will rob the joy from you. 
Those doors will lead you to destruction. 
Those doors will steer you away from the blessings he desires for you. 
 
 

 HE ALONE IS THE TRUE DOOR AND DELIVERER FOR OUR LIVES 
 
 

   He is the One who Died – The Life Giver 

 
 John 10:10 
10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly. 

• The contrast of that which takes and that which brings: 
o One will cost you, the other will bless you. 
o One will bring destruction, the other will bring life. 

• I came… 
o …In contrast to the destroying voices that lie and steal. 
o ENTER JESUS 
o He is transitioning to the declaration that He is the Good Shepherd. ( Next Week) 

• They may have – Hold 

• Life - zóé -life, both of physical (present) and of spiritual (particularly future) existence. 

• Abundant - perissos (per-is-sos') –  
o more, greater, excessive, abundant, exceedingly, vehemently;  
o noun: preeminence, advantage. 

   He sacrifices Himself for something – Abundant Livin’ 

• He brings life abundant 
o Abundance –  

▪ Overflowing 
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▪ To have a surplus 
▪ Elliot’s: “the abundance of life which results through Christ’s coming is 

contrasted with the spiritual wants and death which He came to remove.” 
▪ Reminded of Psalm 23 - singing of the “green pastures,” and “waters of 

rest,” and “prepared table,” and “overflowing cup.” 

 We must not seek a life without Him 
That life will be temporary, not eternal. 
That life is lacking, not abundant. 
That life is not life at all – it is a lie. 
 

 HE ALONE IS THE TRUE DOOR AND GIVER OF ABUNDANT LIFE 
 

CHALLENGE 
 

 
Will you hide yourself in the shelter of His love?  – He will protect you. 
 
 
Will you follow His voice alone?  He will direct you. 
 
 
Will you place your trust in HIM? He will provide for you. 
 
 
Will you give your life to HIM? He will give abundant life to you. 
 
 


