
1 

Series: JESUS THE GREAT - I AM 
Title:    Darkness is Falling: I AM the Light of the World 
Text:   John 8:12- 30 
 
It is not an uncommon theme in any culture to contrast darkness with light. 
Not just in the sense of the illumination of a room or the day verse night in times of the day, in 
metaphors and idioms we have the understanding that Darkness holds a negative connotation.  
 
Metaphors describing Darkness that writers use: 

• The darkness is a veil. 
• Under the cover of 

darkness. 
• The night as a blanket. 
• The darkness creeps.  
• The darkness is broken by 

the light.  
• Darkness imposes itself.  

• I am totally in the dark. 
• Listening to the darkness.  
• The darkness spoke back. 
• The dark settles upon us. 
• The darkness lifts. 
• The future is dark. 
• I am having dark thoughts.

 
In Christian thought: 

• Darkness from spiritual 
death 

• Darkness equated to the 
acts of sin 

• Darkness of soul from the 
results of sin 

• Darkness describes 
misunderstanding 

• Darkness brings no purpose 
or direction 

• Darkness from future hope 

 
On the biblical language of light and darkness.  (Quote) 

• “As numerous sermons go, the church bears the light while everyone else stumbles in 
darkness.” 

• The sermon presents a binary world, “Us” vs. “Them.”  
o And everyone who isn’t “Us” is “Them.”  

• The metaphor has lost its power in the modern church.  
o Language that originally supported a tiny, beleaguered minority now emboldens a 

corrupted popular church culture with its teeming tens of millions.  
o Preaching too often trades in clichés and caricatures of Scripture, not the real thing.”  
Mark W. Hamilton professor of Old Testament at Abilene Christian University 

Many people have responded to the last series that I brought to the church, 
Citizens of heaven: Social Issues and the Sacred Mind 

• I was told so many times that they had not heard a pastor speak on such topics 

• They were thankful for the truth of Scripture to be shared 

https://www.mosaicsite.org/main?author=61d71066a89e124c50336959
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The World is in darkness and confusion and they are bringing confusion and delusion to the 
people of God. 

• They change definitions to say something is not a sin. 

• It is genetic or it is a disease, not sin. 

• Adultery is allowed for your own wellbeing. 

• Divorce is just the signing of a document to sever ties. 

• Drunkenness, Drugs, theft, assault – not criminal… not sin. 
o They are symptoms of a broken system. 
o So the world allows for it.  
o And the church is buying it! 

 
Many in the church of America have walked away from the authority of God and His Word. 
 
Statement: You have become more legalistic! 
 
My Response: Not so! My position has always been thus. It is you who have abandoned the 
truths of the Scripture to declare sin and lies as truth and acceptable. 
 
How are we to break free from the darkness? 
 
Jesus speaks the Words that bring us HOPE – “I Am the light of the world.”  
 
Our text today is John 8: 12-30.   

• Earlier in Jesus’ day, He said to the woman who was brought forth for adultery, “Where 
are they? Did no one condemn you?” she said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said, “I do not 
condemn you, either. Go. From now on do not sin any longer.” 

• Last week we addressed the verses that follow these as Jesus equates Himself to the 
word and name of God I AM.  At that moment they gathered stones to kill HIM  

• Today I want to look at a deep discussion Jesus had with the Pharisees.  Jesus answers 
the question of who he is and offers life and LIGHT to those who would come to Him. 

o This conversation likely takes place later in the day near the treasury in the 
temple 

 
 John 8:12- 30 

12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; the one who 
follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.” 13 So the 
Pharisees said to Him, “You are testifying about Yourself; Your testimony is not true.” 
14 Jesus answered and said to them, “Even if I am testifying about Myself, My testimony 
is true, because I know where I came from and where I am going; but you do not know 
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where I come from or where I am going. 15 You judge according to the flesh; I am not 
judging anyone. 16 But even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not alone in it, 
but I and the Father who sent Me. 17 Even in your Law it has been written that the 
testimony of two people is true. 18 I am He who testifies about Myself, and the Father 
who sent Me testifies about Me.” 19 So they were saying to Him, “Where is Your Father?” 
Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you would know 
My Father also.” 20 These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple 
area; and no one arrested Him, because His hour had not yet come. 
 
21 Then He said again to them, “I am going away, and you will look for Me, and will die in 
your sin; where I am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews were saying, “Surely He will 
not kill Himself, will He, since He says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?”  23 And He 
was saying to them, “You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am 
not of this world. 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you 
believe that I am, you will die in your sins.”  25 Then they were saying to Him, “Who are 
You?” Jesus said to them, “What have I even been saying to you from the beginning? 26 I 
have many things to say and to judge regarding you, but He who sent Me is true; and the 
things which I heard from Him, these I say to the world.” 27 They did not realize that He 
was speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of 
Man, then you will know that I am, and I do nothing on My own, but I say these things 
as the Father instructed Me. 29 And He who sent Me is with Me; He has not left Me alone, 
for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.” 30 As He said these things, many 
came to believe in Him. 

 
We start with four phrases that sets off a dialogue with the Pharisees which will inevitably set 
the stage for their desires to kill Him. 
 
The first: 

  I am the Light of the world 
 John 8:12 

12 Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, “I am the Light of the world; the one who 
follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life. 

 
  The Feast of Booths (Sukkot)  

• The feast of booths is going on this is the final day after the final evening feast 
o  – celebrating the deliverance of the people and remembering the journey. 
o Many miracles in that journey 
o One of three holy day pilgrimages 

• It is called the time of joy 
o Remember the goodness of God 
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 Two ceremonies and daily sacrifices 
 
 Water ceremony 

• Water crossed, water provided from the rock 

• On the last night of the celebration – he calls out that he is the Living water  
 Daily sacrifices 

• 1st day – thirteen bulls were sacrificed 

• 2nd day 12 and so on 

• The last day – 70 were sacrificed for the expatiation of sins for the nations 
 

 Lighting of torches - Pillar of fire   

• He says in front of them all that He is the Light that dispels all darkness 
o From – Exodus 13 – the fire led them through the darkness 
o Light 4 torches lit on first night, which stay lit for the week. 
o Young priests would light the giant candelabras which illuminated the entire 

courtyard. 
▪ Pious men would dance with torches in their hands 

o These torches were in the treasury area – 
▪ Work prohibition on first and last days 

• no fire could be started but could be transferred flame to flame 
▪ Candlelight ceremony 

o People would come and celebrate in the light of these torches. Each night they would 
come to the temple and celebrate with dancing and singing 

• This is the day of sacrifices for the nations, and the day the torches would be put out.  
o Jesus announces this statement prior to the dousing of the torches which would 

happen just before Sunset.  
o People had gathered to witness the end of the festival.   

 
 The last ceremony on the last day 

• Reading of the Torah and the Psalms 

• The bringing down of the shelters 

• The Rabbi gives a blessing over the people 

• The thanks is given for the previous year’s petition for rain for the upcoming year 

• A prayer praising God, Who causes the winds to blow, and the rain to fall. 

• Then Ecclesiastes is read 
o To answer the question: We have fasted, we have prayed, we have celebrated – but 

will anything change. Or will life going to resume in toil and trouble, cold and dark? 
o These are the words the people heard from Ecclesiastes just before Jesus spoke and 

the candles were put out.  
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▪ The reading allows people to ask that question and then ends with words of 
hope that point to the meaning of life. 
 

 Ecclesiastes 11 
11:1 Cast your bread upon the waters you will find it after many days  
11:7 The light is pleasant, and it is good for the eyes to see the sun. 8 Indeed, if a person lives 
many years, let him rejoice in them all; but let him remember the days of darkness, for they will 
be many. Everything that is to come will be futility. 
 
 Ecclesiastes 12 
12:1 Remember also your Creator in the days of your youth, … 
12:13-14 …fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to every person. 14 For 
God will bring every act to judgment, everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil. 

• He used this on this day and this moment to declare that he was the Light of the World, 
and the one who would bring forgiveness. (The adulterous woman) 

o V 28 – “When you see me lifted up…” – sin covering 
o V 24 – “Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe 

that I am, you will die in your sins.” 
 
Is there an answer to this dark world? This was the question they asked. What about 
tomorrow? 
 
The Torches are about to be extinguished. The festival is over.  
 
The first claim: 

  “I Am the Light of the world” 
 
 John 1:4 
4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of mankind. 5 And the Light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not grasp it. 
  John 1:9-13 
This was the true Light that, coming into the world, enlightens every person. He was in the 
world, and the world came into being through Him, and yet the world did not know Him. He 
came to His own, and His own people did not accept Him. But as many as received Him, to 
them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name,  who 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of a man, but of God. 
 
• Lightness is never overcome by darkness, but light will always overcome the darkness 

• Darkness runs and hides from light 

• Creation – everything is in the darkness – that is its natural state 
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  Psalm 27:1  
The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom shall I fear? 
 
  Malachi 4:1-2, 5   
 1 For behold, the day is coming, burning like a furnace; and all the arrogant and every evildoer 
will be chaff; and the day that is coming will set them ablaze,” says the Lord of armies, “so that 
it will leave them neither root nor branches. 2 But for you who fear My name, the sun of 
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings; …” 
 5 “Behold, I am going to send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and 
terrible day of the Lord.” 

▪ Last chapter in OT  
▪ After this there were 400 years of silence 
▪ Last Word - Do not worry, A Light is coming 

 Is 49:6 – I will make you as a light for the nations to the ends of the earth 

• Fulfilled - Acts 1:8 – You will be my witnesses, where? To the ends of the earth. 
 

 Is 60:19-20 – The sun will no longer be your light – The Lord will be your light 
 
 Rev. 22:1-5 – The throne of God and the Lamb – and night will be no more for the Lord God 
will be their light 
 
 Isaiah 9:2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 
land of deep darkness—on them light has shined.   

o Something is coming that will be a light to the world 
 

▪ The reality for those in Jesus 

• He expels all moral decay,  all sin, all darkness 
 
The second phrase is: 

   “Whoever follows me” 
o “Follow” (used 20x in Gospels) 

▪ John 1:43 – Philip – Follow me 
▪ Matt 4:18-24 – calls others – Follow Me 
▪ We go where Jesus goes 

o It is not always as easy -  children in a store 
▪ Obedience to what he says 
▪ Abandon and live in Christ 
▪ More than belief in His existence – but to give entire life to HIM 
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Matt 16:24  
“If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow Me.” 

• 1st century – to follow Jesus is to come and die. 
 
The Third Phrase He says is 

   “Will not walk in darkness” 
o Darkness – evil / Light is good 

1 John 1: 5-6 – this is the message God is light no darkness.  
o If you say that you walk with Jesus but you walk in darkness – you are lying to 

yourself 
▪ They do not choose sin over the Lord 
▪ They have the Light of Life 

 
The fourth Phrase is: 

   “You will have the Light of life” 
•  We will have and hold the Light of Life 

• He Himself is the Light 

• This Light will keep us from sin 

• This Light will expose our sin 
 
  1 John 1:5-10  
5 This is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is Light, and in 
Him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in 
the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from 
all sin.  8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If 
we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous, so that He will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar and His 
word is not in us. 
 

• If you follow Jesus – you know that you sin and need to ask for forgiveness. 

• If you think you do not sin – you lie. 

• Confession – I agree with the Lord. 
 

Summary 

• He is the Light that brings Life. 

• We are to Follow Him. 

• When we walk with Him. 

• We carry that Light to our world. 
So at this point the Pharisees come to their senses and all accepted Jesus? – NO! 
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The Pharisees call Him out! 

• The priests were in charge of this ceremony.  

• The priests did the water ceremony. 

• The priests lit the flames. 

• The Priests lead the congregation in the recitations. 

• The priests read the Psalms and the Torah. 
WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE TO SAY ANYTHING? 
You cannot give authority to yourself to bear testimony in this sacred space at this sacred 
time! 
 

   Jesus Gives Testimony of Who He Is 
 
  John 8:13-14, 18-19 
13 So the Pharisees said to Him, “You are testifying about Yourself; Your testimony is not true.” 
14 Jesus answered and said to them, “Even if I am testifying about Myself, My testimony is true, 
because I know where I came from and where I am going. 18 I am He who testifies about 
Myself, and the Father who sent Me testifies about Me.” 19 So they were saying to Him, “Where 
is Your Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Father; if you knew Me, you 
would know My Father also My judgment is true; for I am not alone in it, but I and the Father 
who sent Me.  
 

• All judgements are of the Son and of the Father 

• You want Two Witnesses? 
o The father – GOD 
o Me – GOD 
o God and God 
o I AM He ---- and the Father 

 
John 5:33-47  4 Testimonies of Who He Is 
Testimonies: John, the miracles, the Father, the prophets 

• Our default – lie 
o We do not have to teach a child to lie. It comes naturally. 

▪ Ride a ride – “I am 4.” 
▪ Senior discount – “I am 55” 

• HIS default – TRUTH – HE WILL NOT lie! 
You either live in the darkness or you live in the light – there is no grey! 

• If you knew me, you would know the Father also 
 

   Jesus says Salvation comes through Him 
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• 70 Sacrifices for the World 

•  You do not believe in me? You die in your sins! 
Jesus is the light that will bring salvation from the darkness in our hearts. 
Jesus brings clarity to the confusion you may have in who is in authority. 
 
   John 8:21, 24 
21 Then He said again to them, “I am going away, and you will look for Me, and will die in your 
sin; where I am going, you cannot come.”  
24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe that I am, you will 
die in your sins.”  
 

• Pharisees – they knew they were heaven bound so he must be going below – where 
could you go that we could not go?  

o I am not going below – you are – LET’S BE CLEAR! 
o I am from above. 

• “Unless you believe that I am, you will die in your sins.”  
o You are either separated from Him or united with Him. 
o The deciding factor is Jesus. 

 

  Jesus points to HIS sacrifice as the means to understanding 
 
 John 8:25, 28-30 
25 Then they were saying to Him, “Who are You?” Jesus said to them, “What have I even been 
saying to you from the beginning?  
28 So Jesus said, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am, and I do 
nothing on My own, but I say these things as the Father instructed Me. 29 And He who sent Me 
is with Me; He has not left Me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.” 30 As 
He said these things, many came to believe in Him. 
 

• They ask Him WHO HE IS? 
He says, “What have I even been saying to you from the beginning?” 

• How clear do I have to be.  

• I have been saying this since I walked out of the desert 
Even His disciples were a bit confused 

o To Philip – Don’t you know me?  
 
You will have clarity 
You will have understanding 
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 I always do the things that are pleasing to Him.” As He said these things, many came to 
believe in Him. 

• He will be lifted up – then you will know 
 
 
Up on the cross 
Up from the Grave 
Up into heaven 
Up above all names  
And YOU WILL KLNOW THAT I AM! 
 
YOU WILL KNOW 

• He is I AM 

• He has authority 

• He knows our need for water 

• He knows our need for Light 

• He knows our desire for Life 

• He knows our need for Salvation 

• AND HE IS IT! 
 
When it comes to following Jesus, there is no middle ground 

• He is the Light of the World. 

• Darkness, “in the dark” 

• Confusion 

• Delusion 

• No answers 

• Lost  
Jesus took this moment to declare the eternal truth of  

• Who He is, and  

• What he has come to do 

• To bring water 

• To be the Light in a dark world 

• To be the substitution for sins for the world 

• And that we would carry the Light of Life 
 
 
 Challenge 
He is the Light that brings Life: Let Him Shine into the darkness of your life! 
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o He is the sacrifice for all of Humanity. 
o If we do not believe, we die in our sin. 

 
 Challenge 
We are to Follow Him: Give yourself completely to the Lord! 

 
o  (Pastor Haggai and Nigeria) 
o He is the Great I AM 

 
 Challenge 
When we walk with Him there should be no darkness: Stop walking in darkness! 
 
 Challenge 
We carry that Light of Life to our world: Shine His Love to all those around you! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


