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Series: JESUS - THE GREAT I AM 
Title:    THE NAME AND NATURE OF GOD 
Text:   Exodus 3:14; John 8 
 
 

    THE NAME AND NATURE OF GOD – I AM 
 
Three goals in this series 

1. Convince you through the Scriptures that Jesus is GOD 
2. Show you that Jesus can and will bring you through your struggles if you follow Him  
3. Or convince you to stop playing games and walk away from a false faith – Lost and not 

knowing it. 
 
  Exodus 3:1 
Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Mid′ian; and he led 
his flock to the west side of the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 

 Will you approach the Mountain of God? 

• He was about his daily routine when he came to the mountain of God 

• You have to move upward in your desires and hopes and when you turn 

  
  Exodus 3:2-3 
 2 And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush; and 
he looked, and lo, the bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. 3 And Moses said, “I will turn 
aside and see this great sight, why the bush is not burnt.” 

  Will you turn aside into a sacred space? 

• God revealed a sacred place 

• Moses turned aside from his daily routine to see it 

 
  Exodus 3:4-6 
 4 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, 
Moses!” And he said, “Here am I.” 5 Then he said, “Do not come near; put off your shoes from 
your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” 6 And he said, “I am the God 
of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look at God. 
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  Will you abide in the Sacred Space? 

• Take off your shoes 

• When God saw him look to discover… he spoke 

• This is SACRED – take off your shoes 

 
  Exodus 3:7-10 
7 Then the LORD said, “I have seen the affliction of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard 
their cry because of their taskmasters; I know their sufferings, 8 and I have come down to 
deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land to a good 
and broad land, a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the 
Hittites, the Amorites, the Per′izzites, the Hivites, and the Jeb′usites. 9 And now, behold, the cry 
of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have seen the oppression with which the 
Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring forth my 
people, the sons of Israel, out of Egypt.” 
 
  Will you hear the heart of God? God hears yours? 

• God sees the suffering 

• God hears their cries 

• God has come to deliver 

• God has a beautiful destination for them 

 

  Exodus 3:11-12 
 11 But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and bring the sons of Israel 
out of Egypt?” 12 He said, “But I will be with you; and this shall be the sign for you, that I have 
sent you: when you have brought forth the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God upon this 
mountain.” 

  Will you put your trust in God? He won’t leave you 

• Moses shows appropriate humility 

• You won’t be alone – I will be with you 

• Bring the people to the Mountain 

 
  Exodus 3:13-14 
13 Then Moses said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘The God of your 
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fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what shall I say to them?” 
14 God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has 
sent me to you.’” 

 Will you remain under HIS Authority?  

• Under what authority should I go 

• They will ask for a NAME 

• I Am Who I AM 

• I AM has sent me 

  I AM WHO I AM 

The Transcendence of God – Master of the Universe 
The Immanence of God – Personal Savior 

Lubavitcher Rebbe - Menachem Mendel Schneerson 

• Russian Empire-born American Orthodox rabbi and the most recent Rebbe of the 
Lubavitch Hasidic dynasty. He is considered one of the most influential Jewish leaders of 
the 20th century. 

What is His name?' What shall I say to them?” G-d  replied to Moses: “I Am who I Am... Tell the 
children of Israel, ‘I Am (Eh-he-yeh) has sent me to you.’” 

• To name something is to describe and define it.  

• So G‑d, who is infinite and undefinable, cannot be named. 

• Indeed, G‑d has no name, only names—descriptions of the various behavior patterns 
that can be ascribed to His influence on our lives. 

• Therein lies the deeper significance of the question that Moses anticipated from the 
children of Israel. 

“What is His name?” They were sure to ask. 

“What type of behavior are we seeing on the part of G‑d in these times?  

What name is He now assuming, after eighty-six years in which He has apparently been 
‘nameless’ and aloof from our lives?” 

Tell the children of Israel that My name is "I am"  

• Where was I all these years?  

https://www.chabad.org/multimedia/video_cdo/aid/1731262/jewish/I-Will-Be-What-I-Will-Be.htm
https://www.chabad.org/library/article_cdo/aid/433240/jewish/God.htm
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• With you. I am being, I am existence, I am reality.  

• I am in the groan of a beaten slave, in the wail of a bereaved mother, in the spilled 
blood of a murdered child. 

John J Parsons – Hebrew for Christians (Hebrew4Christians.com) 

 
• Identifies Being the nature of being 

• The name means presence 

• The One who is, who was, and who is to come – rev 4 
 

 
 

• He is necessary being from the gigantic space of the cosmos to the structure of cellular 
DNA – all derives their existence from HIM 
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The Jews used the word – Ha Shem – the Name 
Yet there is no name that is His name – He declares that: 

He IS who he will be 
 
You Talking to Me? – Don’t you know who I am? The audacity!   

• To Job – Where were you I created all things 

• To Jeremiah – I am the potter and all else is the clay – I will lift up and destroy nations 

• Paul to the church in Rome and to all - New Revised Standard Version 
o But who indeed are you, a human being, to argue with God? Will what is molded 

say to the one who molds it, “Why have you made me like this?”   Who are you oh 
man –  

 
 
  What do we learn from this encounter with God? 
 
He hears your cries 
He sees your suffering 
He desires to deliver you 
He wants to send you 
He will never leave you 
HE will be who He will be 
 

• The series is meant to point you to Jesus  who is the Great I AM  

• We will cover finding direction, being fulfilled, finding hope, being cared for and 
protected,  

• Also inherent in the idea behind the name I AM is the sense that God is “the becoming 
one”; God becomes whatever is lacking in our time of need.  

Today I want to establish that this being (God) whose name is “I am going to be who I am 
going to be” Is Jesus. He proclaims himself to be this God 
 
You can Believe on Him 
You can Come to Him 
You can Count on Him 

 
  Jesus says HE is the I AM 
I AM: This is a divine title that Jesus took upon Himself often, clearly identifying Himself with 
the voice from the burning bush. 
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John 8:53-59 
Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you claim 
to be?” Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing; it is my Father who glorifies 
me, of whom you say that he is your God. But you have not known him; I know him. If I said, I 
do not know him, I should be a liar like you; but I do know him and I keep his word. Your father 
Abraham rejoiced that he was to see my day; he saw it and was glad.” The Jews then said to 
him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, 
truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they took up stones to throw at him; but 
Jesus hid himself, and went out of the temple. 
 

• The entire identity of Israel is found in Abraham 

• They could not have asked him a more relevant question about authority in their eyes 
 
  What is happening in this encounter with Jesus? 
 

• Jesus says that the Father glorifies HIM 

• Jesus says that HE knows the Father 

• Jesus says that HE is not lying 

• Jesus says he keeps HIS word 

• Yes says those two words… I AM! 
 
This is not the only time this happens 
 
Earlier in that 8th chapter of John he says it again and again 
 
   
I told you that you would die in your sins, for you will die in your sins unless you believe that I 
am (HE). (John 8:24) 
 
…So Jesus said, “When you have lifted up the Son of man, then you will know that I am (HE), 
and that I do nothing on my own authority but speak thus as the Father taught me. (John 8:28) 
 
Then again later… 
 
   
I tell you this now, before it takes place, that when it does take place you may believe that I AM 
(he). (John 13:19) 
 
4 Then Jesus, knowing all that was to befall him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do 
you seek?” 5 They answered him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am he.” Judas, who 
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betrayed him, was standing with them. 6 When he said to them, “I AM (he),” they drew back 
and fell to the ground. (John 18:4-6) 

• Blasphemy  
 
 
  Mark 14:61-64 
Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” “I am,” 
said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Mighty One and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.” The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any more 
witnesses?” he asked. “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” They all 
condemned him as worthy of death. 
 
Matt. 26 – The High priest declares “he has uttered blasphemy!” 

• They know what He has said 

• They knew that it was blasphemy 

• It is punishable by death 
 

  Only God can forgive sins! 

  Matt 5: 21-25 
The teachers of the Law and the proud religious law-keepers thought to themselves, “Who is 
this Man Who speaks as if He is God? Who can forgive sins but God only?” Jesus knew what 
they were thinking. He said to them, “Why do you think this way in your hearts? Which is easier 
to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or, ‘Get up and walk’? “So that you may know the Son of Man 
has the right and the power on earth to forgive sins,” He said to the man who could not move 
his body, “I say to you, get up. Take your bed and go to your home.” At once the sick man got 
up in front of them. He took his bed and went to his home thanking God. 

• He can forgive 

• He can heal 
 

  Jesus’s Nature and Ministry  
  Jesus’s nature - Essence of God 

 
  Phil 2:5-8 
 “Have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, did not consider 
equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself 
nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found 
in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a 
cross!” 
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morphḗ – properly, form (outward expression) that embodies essential (inner) substance so 
that the form is in complete harmony with the inner essence. 

o Essence 
o The substance of 
o In every way 

• Made Himself a servant in human likeness 

• Humbled Himself 

• To pay the price for humanity’s sin – The messiah 
 

  Jesus Ministry – Heart of God 

  Luke 4:17-21 
… and there was given to him the book of the prophet Isaiah. He opened the book and found 
the place where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me 
to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at 
liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” And he closed 
the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and sat down; and the eyes of all in the synagogue 
were fixed on him. 21 And he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing.” 
 

  The moment for you to make a choice 

 
My third goal was to convince you to simply admit that your statement about Jesus not 
being God is false or walk away.  

• Do not tell me you believe the Scriptures 

• Do not me you live by faith in God 

• No One comes to Father but through Jesus WHO IS  
THE GREAT I AM!!! 

   
He is a Lunatic 
He is a Liar 
He is Lord 
 
Mid-nineteenth century the Scottish Christian preacher - John Duncan (1796-1870) 
formulated what he called a “trilemma.”  

• Christ either [1] deceived mankind by conscious fraud, or [2] He was Himself deluded 
and self-deceived, or [3] He was Divine. There is no getting out of this trilemma. It is 
inexorable. 
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1936, Watchman Nee 

• First, if he claims to be God and yet in fact is not, he has to be a madman or a lunatic.  

• Second, if he is neither God nor a lunatic, he has to be a liar, deceiving others by his lie.  

• Third, if he is neither of these, he must be God.  

• You can only choose one of the three possibilities.  

• If you do not believe that he is God, you have to consider him a madman.  

• If you cannot take him for either of the two, you have to take him for a liar.  

• There is no need for us to prove if Jesus of Nazareth is God or not. All we have to do is 
find out if He is a lunatic or a liar. If He is neither, He must be the Son of God. 

 
CS Lewis - Mere Christianity in 1952 

• I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say 
about Him: I’m ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept his 
claim to be God. That is the one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man 
and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would 
either be a lunatic—on the level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he 
would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the 
Son of God, or else a madman or something worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you 
can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you can fall at his feet and call him Lord and 
God, but let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about his being a great human 
teacher. 

 
MAKE YOUR CHOICE! 
Walk away – rather you cold or Hot than lukewarm – you are fooling yourself and living in 
apostasy.  
 
Three goals in this series 

1. Convince you through the Scriptures that Jesus is GOD. 
a. I believe I have covered it. 

2. Or convince you to stop playing games and walk away from a false faith – Lost and not 
knowing it. 

a. If now you still are hard hearted on this matter, walk away! You are not in Christ. 
You are not of Christ. You have no place in Christ. 

3. Show you that Jesus can and will bring you through your struggles if you follow Him 
a. Good news to the poor. 
b. Release the captives. 
c. Sight to the blind. 
d. Liberty to the oppressed. 
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e. Proclaim the acceptable day of the Lord. 
 
The name I AM invites us to fill in the blank to meet our need: 

• When we are in darkness, Jesus says I am the light.  

• When we are hungry, He says I am the bread of life. 

• When we are defenseless, He says I am the Good Shepherd. 

• God is the becoming one, becoming what we need. 
 
  Invitation 
Step Aside from your daily routines.  
Stay in the Presence of the Holy God. 
Hear His heart for you. 
Know that he sees you. 
Call on the Name of Jesus – The Great I AM. 
 
Whatever you need is today I am asking you to step aside to a sacred space to hear God’s 
heart for you. He hears and sees you. 
 
Jesus can and will meet your needs ….every one of them. He will never leave or forsake you. 
 


