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Series: Citizens of Heaven: Social Issues and the Sacred Mind 
Title:    Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly  
Text:  Philippians 3:20; Matthew 22:36-40; Micah 6:8 
  
 
Today we bring this series to a close. These are the issues of our times. They are conversation of the 
marketplace.  
 
 This series 

• On abortion – you are not a woman, you don’t get to speak. 

• On LGBTQ – you are a cis white man over 50 – you do not get to speak. 

• On Climate Change – Your carbon footprint tells me you do not get to speak. 

• On race relations – You are white and you do not get to speak. 

• On Justice and Mercy - Today we conclude the series with a message from Micah 6:8 the balance of 
Justice and Mercy.  

 
Our key verses have been: 
 
  Philippians 3:20-21 
20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 who will transform our 
lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself. 
 
   Matthew 22:36-40 
36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” 37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. 38 This is the great and first 
commandment. 39 And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. 40 On these two 
commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.” 
 
In the 1700s theologians and preachers focused on the harshness of God. Mankind was bad and God was mad.  

• Jonathan Edwards stated in a sermon, “There is no want of power in God to cast wicked men into hell 
at any moment. Men's hands cannot be strong when God rises up. The strongest have no power to 
resist him, nor can any deliver out of his hands. He is not only able to cast wicked men into hell, but he 
can most easily do it.” 

 
In the 1800s there was a shift toward the goodness and kindness of God. 

• The Old Testament God is vastly different from the New Testament God. 

• Henry Ward Beecher - “the greatest preacher Protestantism has ever produced.” In the 1800s – “Love 
is the river of life in the world.  

 
In the 1900s and to today 

• It has been a battle for the existence of God. 

• It was a swing back into capricious outbursts of an uncontrolled madness. 

• Looking at accounts in the Old and New testaments people and pastors have cried out, “How can a 
loving God do that?” or “How can a just God allow that?” 

 
In the 2000s 

• It has become the God of self. The self is God.  
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• There is no objective truth.  

• There is no outside source to say what justice is and what mercy is.  

• It is as I and I alone determine.  

• It is our VOICE that must be heard. 
 
A capricious outburst of the Old Testament and New Testament. 
Many have looked at certain passages and asked, “What in the world?” That is so HARSH! 
 
 
  Act Justly, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly 
 
   Micah 6:8 
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? - To act justly and to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 
 
 
I want to look briefly at three stories in the scripture which may shed some light on the topic of mercy and 
justice. 
 

  Story One - Lev. 10 - Nadab and Abihu 
 
   Leviticus 10:1-2  
1 Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and 
offered unauthorized fire before the Lord, which he had not commanded them. 2 And fire came out from before 
the Lord and consumed them, and they died before the Lord. 

• Aarons sons – strange fire / profane / another – other 
o RC Sproul sees this action of these young men as possibly being a novelty; they were youthful 

and were trying new things. Maybe a prank. – Youth pastors do this stuff.  
o DEAD! 

• Imagine their father.  
o I have served You. 
o I have followed the instructions according to the word. 
o All things in the temple and the garments were made according to Gods will. 
o WHY would you kill my sons? 
o WHY!!!!! 

   
  Leviticus 10:3 
Moses then said to Aaron, “This is what the Lord spoke of when he said: ‘Among those who approach me I will 
be proved holy; in the sight of all the people I will be honored.’” Aaron remained silent. 
 

  Story Two - 1 Chronicles 13 - Uzzah the Kohathite 
 
1 Chronicles 13 - Uzzah the Kohathite – the grabbing of the Ark of the Covenant 

• Levi and His family – Kohath – a son of Levi: Their family was assigned one job, the care of the temple 
elements. From birth they have been taught how to handle things and one rule has always been 
known. The clearest of rules – DO NOT TOUCH THE ARK! 
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• Well, we know that the ark was taken by the Philistines, then returned, stayed for decades in a man’s 
home and now is being brought back to Jerusalem. They have it on a cart. People are dancing. There is 
a lot of celebration, and then an ox trips and the ark is going to fall from the cart to the dirt.  

• Uzzah instinctively reaches out to save it from falling to the dirt and thus become defiled.  When he 
touches it… he dies. 
 

   1 Chronicles 13:10 
The LORD’s anger burned against Uzzah, and he struck him down because he had put his hand on the ark. So he 
died there before God. 
 

• The dirt was not defiled – HIS hands were defiled. 

• He was not worthy to touch the HOLY or change the rules FOR ANY REASON. 
 

   Story Three – Acts 5 -Ananias and Sapphira 
  Acts 5 

• …sold a piece of property, 2 and with his wife's knowledge he kept back for himself some of the 
proceeds and brought only a part of it and laid it at the apostles' feet. 

• “You have not lied to man but to God.” 

• The Wife – Yup that is the amount. 
 
   Acts 5:9 
 “How is it that you have agreed together to test the Spirit of the Lord?” 

• DEAD! 
 
   Job 12:22 
He reveals the deep things of darkness and brings utter darkness into the light. 
 

  GOD YOU ARE TOO HARSH! 
 
Marcion – devised his own canon – no Old Testament; a revision of Luke’s Gospel, 10 of Paul’s Epistles – he 
said OT and NT present different Gods. 
 
Hans Kuhn, German professor – the seeming injustice of God – the mystery is not that God shows justice. The 
real mystery is that He tolerates rebellious creatures who commit cosmic treason. 

• 30 + capital crimes /punishments  
o Represents a great reduction of capital crimes  

▪ Genesis - The soul that sins shall die. 
▪ The day you eat of it you shall surely die. 

 
We have over the weeks said there are multiple stances on these topics. 
Secular, spiritual, societies, the states, the school, the self 
 
Briefly let’s look at what is transpiring in the world. 
 

  Mankind has adjusted the definitions of Justice and Mercy 

 
Mercy is no longer unmerited forgiveness of wrongdoing but it “social justice,” seen as compassion. 
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Justice is no longer seen as rightly adjudicating the facts of a crime, applying established laws to the case in a 
correctly run court system, and applying a fair and established punishment for the crime. It is now seen as 
cruel and racist, bigoted, and outright mean – Likened to Nazi Fascism. 
 
Darrell Harrison 

• The church has embraced “social justice” under the guise of mercy. 

• Everything the church has done for 2000 years in obedience to the Lord and for the betterment of man 
is now a justice issue. 

• John the Baptist said do the works in keeping with repentance? 
 
Vodie Baucham – Grace Family Baptist Church in Texas, to now serving as the Dean of Theology at African 
Christian University in Zambia / Founders Ministry 
 
Asks the question: 
“How do you talk about justice when the world’s metrics of justice and mercy are so different?” 
 

• He brings up the change of language and the real shift in how one sees and verbalizes about 
something. It is as if they are speaking the same language 

 
  2 Cor. 10:3-6 
 3 For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The weapons we fight with are not 
the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5 We demolish 
arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every 
thought to make it obedient to Christ. 6 And we will be ready to punish every act of disobedience, once your 
obedience is complete. 
 

• 5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God  
 
Arguments like: 

• CRT – critical race theory 

• Intersectionality 

• Freedom of choice vs. Sanctity of Life 

• LGBTQA 

• Gender identity 

• Nation Building 

• Globalism vs. “Christian Nationalism” 

• Equity over equality 

• “Social Justice” 
 
Arguments and ideologies against the knowledge of God 
A worldview competing with God’s knowledge 
 
They need to be obliterated 
 
The second Piece 

• …we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 
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o Separate view of reality   
▪ Spiritual here, but God has no points over there. 
▪ People are separating the spiritual and the secular. 

o Science, healthcare:  
▪ No biblical basis – We are no longer confessional, but we are also not applicational. 
▪ Thoughts we have not taken captive, which weakens us, and we buy into every false 

doctrine. 
▪ We have to stop using the language of this world. 
▪ We have to stop holding up the doctrines of this world. 

 
  What are some of these thoughts and arguments to demolish? 
 
We have talked about Sanctity of Life, gender issues, and alluded to the foolishness of the Christian 
Nationalistic point of view. There is no Christian Nation…There are Christians in a nation and non-Christians in 
a nation.  
   
Equity or Equality  Sanctity of Life  Gender issues  LGBTQA 
Christian nationalism  One World Gov. CRT   Nation Building 
 

Equity or Equality 
There is a worldview that sees inequity as injustice not inequality as injustice 

• Equality says we all sit on the same chairs made by the same manufacturer 

• Equity says that when you sit up that all the heads will be at eye level 
 

• Equality means each individual or group of people is given the same resources or opportunities.  

• Equity insists that each person has different circumstances and allocates the exact resources and 
opportunities needed to reach an equal outcome even if it hinders the opportunities of others. 

 
Equal opportunity not equal outcome 
 
“Envy used to be one of the seven deadly sins until it was repackaged into its new name – social justice.” 
Thomas Sowell  
 
1 Kings 3 – Solomon and half a baby –  
Equality = each gets half a baby 
Equity = the right decision is made, objective truth is applied. 
The outcome - outcome is one gets baby one does not 
One cries foul – “She got the baby!” 
 
Workers in the field early and late same pay – Matt. 20 
Early,  Midday, Late day, Same Pay 
 
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 
and the scorching heat.’ 
That’s not fair! 
15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity? 
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Intersectionality – points given for every category you are in that is viewed as oppressed 

• The Bible pulls all out of the Miry clay 

• Scripture says that 
o All are made in the Image of God 
o All have Sinned  
o All will Receive death 
o All are offered salvation through Christ 
o All will be judged 

 
CRT – in contrast to Sin is the Oppressor, and all are sinners in need of salvation. 

• Rewrite history from the position of oppressed and oppressor with a prejudiced starting point 
 

Nation Building and the One World Government 
 

Social Justice in contrast to Justice and Mercy 
 
   Why is so difficult to have a meaningful dialogue? 
 
  Tribal Gnosticism  
(Founders ministry)- Vodie Baucham – Ethnic Gnosticism  

• Gnosticism = secret knowledge, inside knowledge 

• Because of one’s ethnicity they have inside knowledge 

• Because of one’s experience they have inside knowledge 

• Because of one’s education they have inside knowledge 
o Vodie Baucham, a black preacher, said that a common phrase is: 

▪ “It’s a Black thing – you won’t understand” 
o I know that it is racist, and you can’t tell me it isn’t 
o If you say something and I know that to them is racism you can’t say that and if you say you did 

not mean it –that is white privilege . 
o Another phrase – “You don’t know what you can’t know.” 

▪ You have to be taught how racist you are  
▪ But no one teaches me – I have insider knowledge  

 
  Tribal Definitions  
The definitions of words change within groups by experience. 
The personal meaning of anything takes precedence over any objective standard. 
 
▪ The verbiage is my verbiage 

• Our terms from our view. 

• The law does not apply to me. 
▪ Because of my story – I know what oppression feels like and any who do not agree are oppressors  
▪ When the discussion arises and one brings up facts 

o You are shutting down the conversation 
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Let’s have that conversation 
o Experiential knowledge  
o elevate voices not qualifications for professors, academics, political, and leadership roles 

▪ Superiority knowledge through experiential voices 
▪ Ethnic and ideological voices and their experiences are the arbiter of all of our behaviors…not the ways 

and mandates of God 
 
Example 

• Trayvon Martin as a case for the arguments of unjust and bad cops. But a cop was not even involved.  
o No cops involved 
o Doesn’t matter 
o Disproportionate numbers 

• Anti-Japanese Prejudice 
o Converse about internment camps 
o If you knew the torture I experienced 

• Arabs 
o I lost people in 9/11 

• Rational thought cannot break through the personal knowledge and the conversation will be driven for 
them by their tribal and gnostic terms, definitions, and secret knowledge. 

• Facts and law and adjudication is one conversation 

• Inequity on a national scale is the other’s conversation 
o Facts of this case do not matter when there is an unequal administration of that justice among 

peoples 

• The facts are the evil tool of oppressors – Rich oppressors / White oppressors / Christian Oppressors 

• The law/ the rules/ the science / the facts 

o no If you only knew the INJUSTICE then you would see what I see 

We are called to demolish these arguments. 
 
  
When you use the worlds terms you will be fighting the battle on the world’s turf. 

Speak from the Biblical view 
 

  What is the Sacred Position on Justice and Mercy? 

 
 

  Scriptures on Justice 

 
  
Leviticus 19:15 Do not pervert justice; do not show partiality to the poor or favoritism to the great, but judge 
your neighbor fairly. 
 
Psalms 33:5 The LORD loves righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing love. 
 
Proverbs 29:7 The righteous care about justice for the poor, but the wicked have no such concern. 
 
 Psalms 106:3  Blessed are those who act justly, who always do what is right. 
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Zechariah 7:9 “This is what the LORD Almighty said: ‘Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to 
one another. 
 
Amos 5:24 But let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream! 
  
Ecclesiastes 3:17 I said to myself, “God will bring into judgment both the righteous and the wicked, for there 
will be a time for every activity, a time to judge every deed.” 
 
Hebrews 10:30 For we know him who said, “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge 
his people.” 
 
Proverbs 21:15 When justice is done, it brings joy to the righteous but terror to evildoers. 
 
Proverbs 24:24-25 24 Whoever says to the guilty, “You are innocent,” will be cursed by peoples and denounced 
by nations. 25 But it will go well with those who convict the guilty, and rich blessing will come on them. 
 
Romans 12:19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is 
mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 
 
Laws exist to protect sinners from other sinners 
 

  Scriptures on Mercy 

  
Ephesians 2:4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 
 
2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient 
with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
 
James 2:13 …because judgment without mercy will be shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy 
triumphs over judgment. 
  
Matt. 5:7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 
 
Matthew 9:13 …”But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners.” 
 
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 
unrighteousness. 
  
Luke 6:36-37 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 37 Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not 
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 
 
 
Justice will come from the Lord  Mercy is from the Lord 
Justice is righteous    Mercy is forgiveness  
 
If we do not proclaim God’s view of Justice and Mercy the world will make it up.  
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Marxism –  

• Socialism must take the place of Christianity 

• Christianity is the opiate of the people 

• We must live in comparisons of my tribe… your tribe….  

• We must speak from the Scriptures of the oneness of man, his sin, his need, the One savior 
 
Tax collector and Pharisee 

• Pharisee  - Thank God I am not one of them – I am not in their shoes - Privilege 

• ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax 
collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.’ 

o Class, socioeconomic, culture, “OTHER” 

• Tax collector  -standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 
‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 

 
RC Sproul tells the story of college professor… 
 
  

CHALLENGE 

SCRIPTURAL DEFINITION MUST DETERMINE  
YOUR POSITION ON SOCIAL ISSUES  

AND EARTHLY MATTERS 
 
  
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.  
You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  


