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My message this morning is going to be about the tombs in our lives that are opened by
the resurrection power of Jesus.
I will be focusing on Living in the Christ who lives.
Explore with your class how the resurrection has played a part in their daily lives and
how it has made a difference.

Examine
"The Resurrection of Jesus"
John 20:1-18 - Bible Study

The other Gospels record that the enemies took extreme measures to assure that Jesus' body
could not be removed from the tomb.
But now, with the tomb found empty and the enemy unable to reveal the presence of Jesus,
the only logical conclusion is that He has risen.
Verse 1: "first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was still
dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb."
This woman was Mary Magdalene, not to be confused with (Mary, the sister of Martha and
Lazarus), who anointed Jesus feet with her tears at the home of Simon the Leper.
Being the first day of the week would mean the Sabbath had ended before Mary visited the
tomb. It would have taken several men to move the huge disk-shaped stone used to seal the
tomb.
Jesus could have left without moving the stone; it was removed so others could see that His
body was not there. Jesus' Resurrection from the dead offered more proof that He was the
Messiah. It would also show that those who had crucified Him were murders.
The enemies had understood that His reference to the sign of Jonah meant that after three
days He would rise from the dead.
Mary Magdalene discovered the empty tomb on the first day of the week. Therefore, the first
day of the week, "Sunday" is recognized by Christians as the "Lord's Day, or, "Resurrection
Day."
Verse 2: "So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus
loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know
where they have laid him."
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Most believe that the "Other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved," was John, the writer of this
Gospel. The disciples had rejoined after being scattered and were not far from Jesus' grave.
"We do not know where they have laid him:" Mary had not understood that Jesus would be
resurrected and assumed that His body had been stolen.
The use of "we" means that Mary Magdalene did not go alone. According to Matthew 28:1, the
other woman, was still another Mary, but Scripture does not identify this other Mary.
The name, "Mary" was popular in that day, and several of Jesus followers were named "Mary."
Some scholars think the other Mary could have been the wife of Clopas, as mentioned in John
19:25, or the mother of James and John in Matthew 27:56.
Verses 3-4: "So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward the tomb.
4Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the
tomb first."
The disciples both ran as fast as they could to see for themselves that His body was indeed
gone. Although John outran Peter and reached the scene first, Peter was the first to enter the
grave.
It matters little, but many have speculated on why the Holy Spirit wanted to record that one
outran the other and that the other entered first (verse 6). Some humorously say that John
merely wanted all of eternity to know that he could run faster than Peter.
However, as mentioned in a previous study, John was very kind in his account of Peter's
cowardly actions during Jesus trial before the Chief Priests, much more so than the other
Gospels, and is now portraying the fearless, totally dedicated side to Peter that we knew before
the trial.
Verse 5-7: "And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in.
Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying
there, and the face cloth, which had been on Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen cloths but
folded up in a place by itself."
Since Scripture does not tell us why John did not enter the tomb we can only speculate. Some
think, that although he was the first there, he may have been temporarily stunned at the scene
before him.
The linen clothes used to wrap Jesus' body remained undisturbed as though He had just risen
through them. The wrapping for His head was neatly folded and separate from the others.
The grave could not hold Him, He was alive and had no need of grave clothes; soon He would
again be clothed with the glory of Heaven.
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Verse 8: "Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw
and believed;
Once again John declares that he is an eyewitness.
Although he did not understand the Scripture concerning the resurrection, the empty tomb
convinced John that Jesus had supernaturally risen from the dead.
Verse 9-10: "for as yet they did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise from the
dead. 10Then the disciples went back to their homes."
First Peter went in, then John, and John "saw and believed." Until that moment the disciples
had not fully understood that Jesus would live again.
Jesus had told the disciples on numerous occasions that He would be crucified and then rise
again on the third day. Even so, Peter and John were shocked to find the empty tomb.
Now, perhaps with a mixture of hope and unbelief, the disciples not knowing what else to do,
returned home.
The other woman who was with Mary (verse 2), is not mentioned again and had apparently also
left.
Questions
1. What is one observation (not interpretation or application yet) that you make when reading
this passage? For instance, do you notice any key words, repetition or parallels, vivid
descriptions, connecting thoughts, mentions of God, or important themes?
2. What evidence of Jesus’ resurrection is recorded in these verses?
3. The disciples still did not understand that the Scriptures predicted the Resurrection even
after they observed evidence that began to convince them that a resurrection had occurred
(20:9). Why is this significant?
4. Put yourself in Mary’s place. How would she feel alone at the tomb? When Jesus says her
name?
5. What has convinced you of the reality of the risen Christ?
6. How would you explain the reason for your faith to an unbeliever?
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